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PREFACE 


The  preparation  of  this  memoir  has  been  undertaken  as 
a  labor  of  love,  in  the  belief  that  the  eventful  life  of  its  sub¬ 
ject  should  be  made  known  to  his  descendants,  and  to  those 
historians  who  may  be  interested  in  the  career  of  one  who 
figured  actively  throughout  the  Revolution  from  start  to  fin¬ 
ish.  To  my  wife  I  owe  my  grateful  thanks  for  her  helpful 
criticisms  and  counsel,  as  I  do  to  my  kin  of  near  and  far 
degree  who  have  imparted  to  me  information  from  their 
family  records.  Mistakes  and  omissions  may  have  unknow¬ 
ingly  occurred,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  their  correction 
will  be  called  to  my  attention  for  incorporation  in  the  ad¬ 
denda  of  copies  on  file  in  public  institutions. 


W.  J.  W. 


Weathersfield  (Ascutney  P.  0.),  Vermont. 
March  11,  1942. 
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Life  of 

CAPTAIN  STEWART  DEAN 


Chapter  I 
INTRODUCTION 


The  pages  of  history  picture  no  more  colorful  and  far- 
reaching  change  in  the  ordering  of  Society  than  the  one 
from  which  came  forth  our  great  republic.  Known  as  the 
American  Revolution,  it  is  usually  considered  to  have  been 
the  result  alone  of  the  War  of  Independence,  or  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War,  by  which  the  thirteen  colonies  by  force  of 


arms  won  their  right  to  govern  themselves.  In  truth,  how¬ 
ever,  the  Revolution  was  much  more  than  the  part  that  had 
to  do  with  open  conflict.  It  had  its  beginning  long  before 
and  its  ending  years  later.  The  interminglings  of  the  colo¬ 
nials,  alongside  the  British  in  the  French  and  Indian  War, 
led  them  by  17(10  to  gain  a  sense  of  solidarity  and  a  grow¬ 
ing  confidence  in  their  competence  to  settle  their  internal 
differences  without  interference  from  overseas.9  With  this 
came  their  increasing  dislike  for  class  distinctions,  and  their 
mounting  discontent  over  the  oppressive  acts  of  the  British 
government  and  the  greed  and  arrogance  of  the  English 
merchants  and  bankers  and  shippers  with  whom  they  had 
to  deal. 


These  causes  for  sharp  friction,  ripening  in  a  rebel  at¬ 
mosphere,  had  their  climax  in  seditious  outbreaks  such  as 
the  ones  in  Boston  Harbor  and  at  New  York  and  Annapolis 
in  1773  and  1774,  succeeded  shortly  after  by  the  firing  of 
the  “shot  heard  round  the  world”  at  Lexington  in  1775.  The 
volcano  had  erupted  after  some  fifteen  years  of  inner  flame. 
Subsequent  to  the  coming  of  peace  eight  years  later  in  1783, 
it  remained  for  the  newly  born  nation  in  the  ensuing  six 
years  to  recover  from  its  wounds,  open  avenues  of  trade 
with  foreign  lands,  and  reconcile  many  differences  between 
its  member  states  as  finally  accomplished  through  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  Constitution  in  1789. 
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I  or  some  thirty  years,  therefore,  the  Revolution  was  in 
bemg,  and  it  was  m  that  momentous  period  that  the  subject 
of  this  memoir  played  a  man’s  part  in  war  and  peace  to 
establish  this  nation.  He  was  indeed  a  “founding  father” 
even  if  his  star  now  shines  inconspicuously. 

Born  on  July  4,  1748,  in  Somerset  County,  Maryland  16 
known  as  the  “Eastern  Shore”,  Stewart  Dean  was  there 
laised  and  trained  m  seamanship  during  the  turbulent  pre- 
wai  days  of  the  Revolution,  in  a  community  largely  of  Eng¬ 
lish  origin  with  sharply  drawn  classes  in  which  the  cavalier 
and  the  planter  held  first  place.  Soon  after  reaching  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  removed  to  Albany,  in  the  province  of  New 
ork,  peopled  mainly  by  the  phlegmatic  Dutch  engaged  in 
trade.  There  lie  married,  marched  repeatedly  as  a  volun- 

a^n!st  the  mva(kng  British  and  Indians  in  the  valley 
of  the  Mohawk,  and  held  places  of  responsibility  in  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  the  Revolutionary  cause.  From  there  he  went  forth 
to  command  the  privateers  Beaver  and  Nimrod  in  expedi¬ 
tions  to  the  far-off  West  Indies,  and  to  navigate  the  tiny 
sloop  Experiment  around  the  Cape  . of  Good  Hope  to  Canton 
on  the  second  voyage  made  by  Americans  to  open  the  na¬ 
tion’s  tea  trade  with  China.  Later  he  engaged  with  the  self¬ 
same  sloop  in  the  transport  of  passengers  on  the  scenic 
Hudson  and  m  voyages  to  distant  regions  overseas,  served 
at  the  turn  of  -a  century  as  a  member  of  the  common  council 
oi  his  home  city  of  Albany,  and  then  in  honored  retirement 
spent  Ins  declining  years  with  his  children  in  Lima,  New 

York,  and  m  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  died  in  his  89th 
year,  on  August  4,*  1836. 

The  eventful  life  of  Stewart  Dean  thus  spanned  all 
three  epochs  of  the  Revolution,  and  thereafter  was  spent  in 
peaceful  ventures  in  many  climes  and  amidst,  peoples  of  dif¬ 
fering  races,  religions,  languages  and  codes  of  ethics,  pos¬ 
sessed  of  varied  resources,  customs,  garbs,  manners,  social 
concepts,  class  distinctions  and  occupations,  and  governed 
m  a  multitude  of  ways  or  not  at  all.  The  annihilation  of 
distance  by  modern  means  of  communication  and  transport 
had  not  yet  laid  its  deadening  hand  on  many  of  these  vivid 
contrasts  which  gave  sparkle  and  color  and  dramatic  inter¬ 
est  to  the  wanderings  of  man  from  his  native  heath.  To 


5th  nSCOrlef  pre3S  Albany,  N.  Y„  as  having  occurred  on  the 

otn  ins t.  bee  footnote,  page  42. 
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Stewart  Dean  came  this  blessing  to  compensate  him  in  a 
degree  for  the  hardships  spent  in  the  service  of  his  country 
while  its  foundations  were  being  laid  broad  and  deep. 

In  viewing  the  life  spent  by  this  outstanding  character 
its  better  understanding  will  perhaps  be  aided  by  picturing 
him  in  the  flesh.  Of  slight  stature,  only  5  feet  6  inches  in 
height,  and  active  in  every  movement,  he  was  possessed  of 
dark  brown  hair  and  a  fresh  complexion  until  old  age  came. 
An  open  countenance  and  a  keen  intelligence,  too,  were  his 
as  well  as  a  generous  disposition,  an  unfailing  sense  of 
honor,  and  a  firm  belief  in  a  higher  power  in  which  he  placed 
his  trust.  Worldly  goods  were  not  to  come  to  him  aplenty 
but  rather  an  untarnished  name. 

n,  49,  go,  70,  portrait. 
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Chapter  II 

EARLY  LIFE  IN  MARYLAND 

It  was  something  over  a  century  after  Maryland’s  first 
permanent  settlement  by  British  stock  had  been  made  at  St. 
taiy  s  m  1634—114  years  to  be  exact— that  Stewart  Dean 
came  upon  the  scene.  Religious  tolerance  had  been  the  key- 
no  e  m  the  establishment  of  the  proprietorship  of  the 
new  province  under  the  benevolent  dictatorship  of  Cecilius 
Calvert,  second  Lord  Baltimore.  But  as  time  went  on  many 
causes,  lor  friction  developed  between  rival  settlements  and 
adjoining  territories,  between  religious  sects  and  also  social 
classes,  and  between  the  proprietary  government  on  the  one 
land  and  both  the  Crown  nnd  the  representatives  of  the 
people  m  the  provincial  assembly  on  the  other.  To  these  dis¬ 
turbing  conditions,  after  the  date  of  his  birth  in  1748,  were 
added  the  fears  and  disillusionment  that  followed  the  nearby 
defeat  of  Braddock  in  1755,  and  the  deep  resentment  that 
hlled  the  hearts  of  the  populace  because  of  the  mother  coun- 
tiy  s  Stamp  Act  in  1765  and  the  obnoxious  legislation  that 
had  preceded  and  was  to  follow  it. 

Economic  conditions,  too,  had  their  part  in  goading  the 
pubhc  to  revolt.  The  Eastern  Shore’s  gently  undulating  fer¬ 
tile  plain,  lying  a  lew  feet  only  above  the  sea,  and  deeply 
penetrated  by  numerous  navigable  tidal  estuaries  or  rivers 
Was  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  Maryland’s  staple  crop’ 
tobacco,  as  well  as  cotton,  wheat  and  Indian  corn,  and  to 
their  transport  in  large  part  over-seas  where  the  colony’s 
planters  were  at  the  mercy  of  their  only  customers,  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  England,  to  whom  they  were  compelled  to  look  for 
their  manufactured  necessities.  Added  to  this  was  the  grad¬ 
ual  impoverishment  of  the  soil  to  make  the  planters’ tot  a 
hard  one.3,  35>  42>  43> 62 

A  glance  at  the  map  will  bring  to  mind  the  status  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  as  the  dominant  part  of  the  long  peninsula 
situated  between  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
extending  in  swelling  proportions  from  its  narrow  upper 
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the  Susquehanna,  a  few  miles  below  the  Pennsylvania  bor¬ 
der,  southerly  to  the  latitude  of  Somerset  County  and  lower 
Delaware,  and  then  sharply  narrowing  again  to  Virginia’s 
isolated  lengthy  tip  ending  at  Cape  Charles.  Separated  from 
the  mainland  by  wide  waters,  except  at  one  extreme,  it 
stands  apart  from  its  sister  regions  on  the  south  and  west. 
Of  its  several  counties  lying  as  they  do  east  of  Chesapeake 
Bay — Cecil,  Kent,  Queen  Anne,  Caroline,  Talbot,  Dorches¬ 
ter,  Wicomico,  Worcester  and  Somerset — the  last  mentioned 
three  were  originally  organized  as  one  under  the  latter  name 
in  1666,  and  divested  first  of  the  portion  called  Worcester 
County  in  1 742  and  then  of  the  portion  named  Wicomico 
County  in  1867.  At  the  time  with  which  we  are  dealing, 
therefore,  Somerset  County  was  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Dorchester  County  where  the  Nanticoke  River  discharges 
into  the  bay,  southerly  by  Virginia  with  the  Pocomoke  River 
to  mark  the  boundary,  northeasterly  by  the  province  of  Del¬ 
aware,  and  on  the  east  by  AVorcester  County  which  affronts 
the  ocean.  Because  of  its  early  establishment  and  its  posi¬ 
tion  adjoining  the  provinces  of  AHrginia  and  Delaware,  Som¬ 
erset  County,  may  be  said  to  have  had  more  than  its  share 
of  the  trials  and  tribulations  to  which  reference  has  been 
made.62 


As  a  child  Stewart  Dean  could  but  have  his  character 
molded  by  this  environment  and  by  circumstances  and  events 
amidst  which  he  was  raised.  Of  his  heritage  there  is  no 
proven  knowledge.  There  are,  however,  grounds  for  an  in¬ 
dulgence  in  the  surmise  that  he  was  perhaps  the  son,  or  a 
close  relative,  of  a  planter  and  merchant  named  Abraham 
Dean  who  first  appears  in  the  county  records  in  1743  and 
disappears  from  them  in  1764;  and  who  had  business  rela¬ 
tions  with  Henry  Lowes  (Lowe),  to  whom,  in  March,  1766, 
Stewart  Dean,  “an  orphan’’,  was  apprenticed  in  reading, 
writing,  ciphering  as  far  as  the  rule  of  three,  and  naviga¬ 
tion  “as  far  as  through  Marcato’s  Sailing”,  for  a  period 
ending  with  his  majority  in  1769. 61  If  weight  is  given  to 
this  surmise,  thus  founded  on  a  consistent  relationship  of 
dates  and  associations,  and  strengthened  by  the  giving  of 
the  name  of  Abraham  to  one  of  Stewart’s  children  in  after 
years,  it  is  easy  to  picture  the  boy  as  spending  his  days  at 
work  and  play  on  Abraham’s  slave-worked  tobacco  planta¬ 
tions  expressively  christened  Flower  Field,  Punch  Bowl, 
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Strawberry  Plain  or  Shingle  Landing,  Panther’s  Den  and 
Vulcan  s  Vineyard «  Giving  further  rein  to  the  imagina¬ 
tion  he  may  lie  seen  tired,  as  was  the  youthful  Writer 
valmgh  by  sailors’  tales  ot  voyages  to  distant  lands,  while 
engaged  in  study  m  the  view  of  surrounding  waters.  Too 

hh  SGen  aS  ai\onlooker  or  participant  at  the  house 
par hes,  horse  races,  hunts,  political  talks  and  theatre  at¬ 
tendances  of  the  family  and  associates  of  Henry  Lowes 

L r*WGf  ’  utl0R  °f  the  Calverts>  wJiose  homes  were  at 

ancient  White  Haven  on  the  Wicomico  River  and  at  the 

county  seat  named  Princess  Anne,  and  whose  kinsmen’s 

o wh®  pT  a!  v®ner®b?!  Andei’ton,  still  existent  near  Oxford 
on  the  Choptank.  Evidence  of  this  is  given  not  only  in  the 

thpTiH8  =  ?  atl°11S  °f  Abraham  Dean  and  Henry  Lowes  and 
he  latter  s  supervision  of  Stewart’s  education,  but  also  in 

he  mention  in  Lowes’  will,  drawn  in  1761  and  probated  in 
7  7,  of  Anne,  Elizabeth  and  James  Stewart,  who  conceiv¬ 
ably  could  have  been  related  to  the  subject  of  this  memoir 
bearing  a  given  name  similar  to  their  surname.  His  mother 

w!ninnk^f  WaSf  a  ®tewart’  and  Possibly  a  descendant  of 
ham  Stewart,  ordained  a  dissenting  minister  at  the  site 

Anne  hl  1718’  althoa^h  of  tMs  we  have  no  proof. 

<  It  is  to  be  added  that  both  the  Deans  and  Stewarts  had 
then  roots  m  Maryland  during  the  earliest  days  of  the 
pi  o vince,  the  names  of  the  former  appearing  in  the  records 
as  far  back  as  164(J  and  of  the  latter  at  least  to  1718.  How 
and  why  they  came  from  the  old  country,  presumably  Scot¬ 
land  here  is  now  no  way  of  saying.  They  may  have  come 
on  their  own”,  or  as  “indentured  servants”  to  work  out 
their  passage  money,  or  as  prisoners  of  war  or  dissenters 
lorn  the  Established  Church,  or  in  punishment  for  offenses 
not  necessarily  involving  moral  turpitude.  Adherents  of  the 
Crown  during  and  following  the  Civil  War  in  England  be¬ 
tween  1649  and  1660,  of  the  Cromwell  regime  when  the 
Stuarts  were  restored  m  the  latter  year,  of  the  Stuarts  after 
the  accession  ot  William  and  Mary  in  1689,  and  of  the  Pre¬ 
tenders  in  1715  and  1745,  were  often  transported  to  the  col¬ 
onies,  as  were  political  offenders  and  others  convicted  of 
minor  as  well  as  major  offenses  against  the  law.  Men  and 


”  - U  ICIYY 

women  of  high  and  low  degree— officers  of  the  army  and 
navy,  members  of  the  professions,  teachers,  scholars  *  trad¬ 
ers,  artisans,  servants,  laborers— were  thus  deported  ’as  in 
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dentured  servants  or  otherwise,  to  become  valued  and  often 
prominent  citizens  in  the  new  world.  Whoever  and  what¬ 
ever  may  have  been  the  forebears  of  Stewart  Dean,  his  long 
and  honorable  career  was  to  prove  him  their  worthy  son.3, 43 


Bearing  on  this  is  the  story  by  Catharine  M.  Sedgwick 
entitled  “Modern  Chivalry”,  in  which  she  states  that  its 
“leading  incidents  ....  are  true.”60  In  it  thus  founded 
on  fact  the  hero,  our  Stewart,  under  the  pseudonym  of 
Frank  Stuart,  gave  evidence  of  his  fineness  of  character  in 
rescuing  a  delicately  nurtured  young  woman  called  “Per- 
dita”  from  what  in  effect  was  thraldom.  Then  a  sailor  on 
the  ship  Hazard,  lying  off  Dorchester  County’s  Oxford  in 
the  year  1768,  nearing  the  time  of  completion  of  his  appren¬ 


ticeship  in  navigation  under  Henry  Lowes  (Lowe),  he  hap¬ 
pened  to  see  her  in  tears  over  her  sad  fate  resulting  from  a 
miscarried  elopement  from  England,  smuggled  her  aboard 
his  ship  then  about  to  sail  overseas  to  Cowes  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  and  landed  her  scatheless  on  the  mainland  at  Ports¬ 
mouth  without  learning  her  real  name.  In  a  succeeding 
chapter  the  recital  will  be  resumed  to  tell  how  thirteen  or 
fourteen  years  later,  according  to  the  story,  he  captured  an 
enemy  vessel  on  which  she  was  a  passenger  and  delivered 
her  in  safety  to  her  husband,  the  governor  of  Antiqua,  in 
the  West  Indies. 


On  returning  from  England,  in  his  twenty-first  year,  it 
would  appear  from  Miss  Sedgwick’s  tale  that  he  came  into 
the  independent  command  of  a  vessel,  a  responsibility  in¬ 
deed  for  one  so  young.  11  is  adventurous  spirit  had  been 
early  shown,  for  it  is  said  that  when  but  seven  years  of  age 
he  was  “whipped  for  crying  to  go  with  Braddock  and  be  a 
soldier.”60  That  his  patron,  Henry  Lowes,  had  kept  his 
promise  to  give  him  a  well  rounded  education,  was  proven 
over  many  years  in  the  innumerable  venturesome  voyages 
made  successfully  under  his  command,  in  the  clarity  and 
accuracy  of  his  reports,  and  in  the  beauty  of  his  penman¬ 
ship. 

Thus  reaching  man’s  estate  in  an  atmosphere  charged 
with  revolutionary  strife,  in  which  future  events  were  to 
prove  his  adherence  to  his  country’s  cause,  it  was  for  this 
young  Marylander  to  look  about  and  decide  in  what  direc¬ 
tion  lie  could  best  employ  his  talents.  lie  had,  it  would  seem, 
already  crossed  Hie  ocean,  and  it  may  be  assumed  that  his 
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other  voyages  had  led  him  along  the  coast  and  up  the  Hud- 
son  Eiver  to  engage  in  the  carriage  of  passengers  and  goods 
between  the  colonies.  At  any  rate  fate  led  him,  sometime 
between  1769  and  1773,  to  change  his  place  of  residence  to 
Albany,  m  the  province  of  New  York,  at  a  period  when  vio- 
ent  quakes  and  rumblings  were  giving  notice  that  an  open 
break  with  Britain  was  close  at  hand. 


» 
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Chapter  III 

IN  ALBANY  DURING  THE  REVOLUTION 
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Just  why  Stewart  Dean  made  the  change  in  his  abode  is 
not  a  matter  of  record.  There  was  the  aftermath  of  the  long 
economic  depression  in  Maryland,  then  grown  to  be  the 
fourth  most  populous  British  colony,  which  may  have  led 
him  to  seek  pastures  new  in  a  less  densely  settled  and  more 
promising  community.  Dissatisfaction  with  tightly  drawn 
class  distinctions  and  the  domination  of  the  Established 
Church  in  his  native  county  and  province  may  have  had  their 
part  in  this.  The  prospect  of  a  better  opening  for  his  tal¬ 
ents  may  have  lured  him  to  the  vibrant  center  of  a  growing 
trade  between  the  fertile  valleys  of  the  Hudson  and  Mohawk 
rivers  and  the  outside  world.  Persuasions  of  friends  and 
kin,  or  the  beauties  of  the  majestic  Hudson,  or  appeals  to 
the  heart  from  a  fair  one  there  met  while  on  one  of  his  voy¬ 
ages,  conceivably  could  have  turned  the  tide  of  his  affairs. 
Finally,  the  increasing  sense  of  unity  between  the  colonists 
facing  open  conflict  with  the  mother  country,  and  the  dan¬ 
ger  threatening  the  key  to  their  defense  at  the  meeting  of 
the  strategic  water  routes  from  Canada  on  the  north  and 
the  Indian  country  on  the  west,  called  “the  cockpit  of  North 
America”,  may  have  convinced  him  that  in  this  removal  to 
an  endangered  sister  province  he  could  best,  serve  his  per¬ 
sonal  fortunes  and  the  common  cause. 


Whatever  may  have  been  the  reason,  or  a  combination  of 
some  or  all  of  them,  the  step  was  taken  in  the  interval  between 
1769  and  1773,  for  in  the  latter  year  the  records  show  that 
on  the  twelfth  of  May  he  was  licensed  to  marry  Pietertze 
(Pyeterte,  Pietertje)  Bratt,  born  in  Albany,  September  12, 
1756,  a  daughter  of  Anthony  Egbertse  Bratt  and  his  wife, 
Marie  Van  Alstyne,  both  of  long  Dutch  descent.41,48,65,67 

It  is  well  at  this  point  to  dwell  for  a  moment  on  the 
characteristics  of  the  region  in  which  Stewart  Dean  had  cast 
his  lot.  Instead  of  the  flat  tidal  country  of  the  Eastern  Shore 
of  Maryland,  devoted  principally  to  the  raising  of  tobacco, 
lie  found  in  his  new  home  a  harsher  climate  and  a  mountain¬ 
ous  or  hilly  land  except  in  the  broad  reaches  of  the  river 
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plains,  from  which,  through  Albany,  many  thim-s  SUch  as 
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pictures,  books,  plays,  and  a  viriet^T luxuries’  and  manu’ 
actuied  products,  including  hardware.  New  docks  at  Albany 

•xswelfa  b  y‘  f°r  th°  better  handlill§:  of  this  mounting  trade 

craft  In  f„  f°r  pafe"?ers>  aad  new  sloops  and  other  water 
ciaft  so  familiar  to  Stewart  Dean  were  in  demand.31’32. 65 

The  city  in  miniature,  perched  on  the  westerly  side  of 

be„HUfS°"  RTr  8  fGW  miles  ^ow  its  confluence  wilh  the 

‘  "  l’  lougli  sparse  in  population  was  tense  with  life 
bent  exact‘aS  toll  from  passersby  on  the  water  h  thwav 

'«  - . . -W  ml  S:S,lSTZL  tS-Ji 

i  uniting  north  and  south  stretched  Market  Street  wide  and 
ong  with  Dock  Street  and  the  Quay  between  t  and  the 
nyer  Largely  unpaved,  ill-lighted  or  not  at  all  deluded  to 
the  discomfort  of  pedestrians  in  time  of  rain  from  far  pro 
jecting  gushing  roof-spouts,  and  fouled  by  open  sewa-e  and 
do, nest.c  animals  meandering  at  their  own  sweet  wil  the 
streets  had  much  to  be  desired,  as  did  the  wafer  su’nnlv 
which  had  a  reputation  of  being  bad.  vV 

However,  there  were  compensations  for  these  short 
-ommgs  ol  a  rontier  town.  Many  varieties  of  shade  trees 

d  inHn  front  oT‘‘l  ‘"ir  Oxtra.ordi,lal'y  l)eaaty.  stood  at  ran-’ 
in  limit  ol  dwellings  where  the  burghers  sat  on  their 

door-side  benches  in  the  evening  to  puff  away  at  their  Ion" 

clay  pipes  and  in  the  happier  sections  enjoy  the  air-  well 

kept  gardens  graced  the  homes  and  often  swept  down  to  the 

liver  s  edge;  and  roomy  open  spaces  in  proportion  to  the 

population  melted  into  a  beautiful  surrounding  country— all 

off  i1i‘VOi  °  IC-,,  ilCU  “  st-n|l-i'iiral  clmrm  that  went  far  to 

dlse  the  depressing  effects  of  the  crude  thoroughfares  and 

mc  f'.l  " ! f“lcot"re  ol  u.'°  dwellings  with  their  brick  steep- 
10  ec  gable  ends  that  lined  the  leading  streets.  Within  the 
oases  spotless, less  was  the  rule,  in  marked  contrast  with 
the  (lust  and  dirt  outside.  Here  and  there,  too,  a  few  line 
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cultural  improvement  in  a  city  yet  Dutch  in  atmosphere 
though  nearly  a  hundred  years  under  English  rule. 

The  language,  garb,  meals,  customs  and  manners  of  the 
people  were  those  of  the  original  settlers  from  Holland, 
tempered,  however,  by  contact  with  an  infiltration  of  other 
races,  in  particular  the  English  and  their  American  descend¬ 
ants.  Exceedingly  social  among  themselves,  with  “little  of 
the  substantial  luxuries  of  the  table  and  of  the  ceremonious 
parts  of  good  breeding  still  less”,  they  were  on  first  ac¬ 
quaintance  shy  with  strangers  who  once  accepted,  however, 
were  given  every  civility  and  “much  essential  kindness”. 
Their  morality,  integrity  and  simplicity,  their  lack  of  ex¬ 
tremes  in  social Amenities,  worldly  goods  and  education,  and 
their  friendly  consideration  for  their  slaves  of  whom  there 
were  usually  two  or  three  in  each  home  circle  and  none  con¬ 
signed  to  field  work,  made  this  a  tranquil  society — “a  placid 
and  humane  people”.29, 47 

It  may  be  that  this  description,  taken  from  the  pen  of  a 
gifted  traveler  in  the  mid-ITGO’s,  is  unduly  flattering.  An 
earlier  observer  spoke  of  the  prevalance  in  his  time  of  boor¬ 
ishness,  avarice  and  selfishness  to  such  a  degree  as  to  repel 
all  save  those  who  came  to  the  community  through  necessity. 
Even  he,  however,  admitted  that  at  least  a  minority  of  the 
inhabitants  were  “unequalled  in  America  for  politeness, 
goodness  and  readiness  to  serve  and  oblige”.  It  is  perhaps 
natural  to  believe  that,  in  the  lapse  of  years  a  change  had 
been  made  for  the  better,  and  that  society  here  in  the  sev¬ 
enth  decade  of  the  eighteenth  century  had  become  as  idyllic 
as  was  painted  by  the  observer  last  on  the  scene.  From  this, 
however,  it  is  not  to  be  taken  that  indignation  and  resent¬ 
ment  over  the  acts  of  the  English  Crown  were  any  less  here 
than  in  Maryland  whence  Stewart  Dean  had  come.  In  1766 
sedition  had  become  rampant  to  an  extent  that  called  for 
the  sending  in  of  troops;  and  by  1774  this  spirit  of  revolt 
had  its  further  evidence  in  the  formation  of  a  Committee  of 
Safety  and  Correspondence  to  keep  in  touch  with  other  cities 
for  resisting  English  tax  collections  and  to  insure  the  safety 
of  the  region’s  patriots.31 

So  Stewart  Dean  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  in  1773, 
found  himself  in  a  country  entirely  different  from  the  one 
he  had  left,  as  to  climate,  scenery,  language,  customs,  relig¬ 
ious  beliefs  and  practices,  garb,  resources  and  social  con- 
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cepts;  but  quite  the  same  in  its  resolve  not  to  submit  to 
oppression  from  overseas. 

It  did  not  take  Jong  for  him  to  adapt  himself  to  his  new 
surroundings  On  March  2,  1775,  seven  weeks  or  so  before 
the  city  was  deeply  moved  by  the  news  of  Lexington  he  an 

Sts  on  WnteS  Stt0  .neighboring  that  of  Abraham 

l  f  ,,on  ,Water  Street-  Here  it.  would  appear  that  he  estab- 
1  1IS  h°me>  011  which  he  discharged  his  debt  to  the  city 

t  eeo7s:LStlatf  "  ?“  thG  Ust  °f  —bers  of  the  Commit 
tee  of  Safety,  formed  as  early  as  September,  1774,  was  the 

name  of  Ins  father-in-law,  Anthony  Bratt.  After  the  fight 

Point  the  fl-T  t.h(LeaPtures  of  Tieonderoga  and  Crown 
uit,  the  conflict  at  Fonda,  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  the 

ye?  “1m  I10"1?,1;  aI‘d  the  attack  011  Quebec,  all  in  the 
;,r  ,  ’  \°  mark  the  111010  notable  beginnings  of  the  AVar 

of  Independence,  followed  early  in  the  next  year  by  the  ex- 
ped.tion  of  General  Philip  Schuyler  with  2,000  or  more 

™B  oodv  TlA  br“y’  “n  W!lat  WaS  t0  1)0001110  kll0'vn  as  the 
T  |  '  M°hawk  ’  Wlth  tllc  resulting  capture  of  Sir  John 

Johnson  and  00  or  70  prisoners  as  well  as  enemy  stores.  It 

was  Oil  the  12th  or  15th  of  January,  in  the  year  1770”,  that 
Stewai t  Dean  as  a  volunteer  “marched  from  Albany  to 
Johnstown  on  the  Mohawk  river”  with  this  force,  in  Colonel 
Jacob  Lansing  Jr.’s  first  regiment,  of  militia  under  the  im- 
meiliate  command  of  Captain  Gerritt  Groesbeck  (Captain 
William  Biown  1)  and  was  gone  from  a  week  to  ten  days 
Tins  was  Ins  first  baptism  of  fire  in  defense  of  the  cause  to 
which  in  various  ways  lie  was  to  give  of  himself  until  the 

The  news  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  did  not 
reach  Albany  until  July  19,  1776,  to  be  greeted  with  a  tumul- 
tou  celebration  but  Stewart  Dean  was  not  there  to  take  a 
pait.  On  the  -9tli  of  the  preceding  June  lie  had  received  a 
commission  as  commandant  of  a  ship-of-war  or  privateer 
named  the  Beaver  and  did  not  return  from  the  West  Indies 
to  Albany  until  about  the  end  of  the  year,  lie  had  become 

of  tPr"nf“HUlC  “,S ‘  fas  111  al1  tllat  ton»  bnplies  in  time 
ot  war.  Of  this  adventure  more  will  be  said  in  the  next 
chapter  entitled  “Naval  Exploits”. 

In  the  year  1777  Captain  Dean’s  devotion  to  his  city 
and  country  took  two  turns.  On  May  2d,  1777,  lie  was  ap¬ 
pointed  a  member  of  a  committee  to  seize  the  sails,  rigging 
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tackles  and  cables  of  an  enemy  sloop;1  and  in  July  or  Aug¬ 
ust,  though  having  hired  a  substitute,  he  volunteered  to 
serve  under  General  Van  Rensselaer  in  a  march  as  far  as 
Fort  Plain  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians  at  Cherry  Valley,  Ger¬ 
man  Flats  and  other  places  in  the  Mohawk  Valley  and  be¬ 
yond.16  It  was  in  these  fateful  months  that  the  British  and 
Indians  under  St.  Leger  besieged  and  were  repulsed  at  Fort 
Stanwix,  and  the  battle  of  Oriskany  won  by  the  Americans, 
thus  preventing  the  intended  junction  of  three  British  arm¬ 
ies  at  Albany  and  making  Burgoyne’s  surrender  inevitable 
on  October  17th  at  Saratoga.4  The  moment  in  which  Stewart 
Dean  took  his  modest  part  was  vital  to  the  country  in  mark¬ 
ing  the  successful  outcome  of  one  of  the  decisive  battles  of 
the  world,  and  to  the  local  community  in  its  relief  from  the 
dangers  of  assault  and  capture  while  afflicted  by  the  care  of 
unruly  prisoners-of-war  and  Tory  sympathizers. 

The  year  1778  brought  to  Captain  Dean  new  honors  and 
responsibilities.  On  January  6th  lie  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Albany  Committee  of  Correspondence  which  since 
March  25,  1776,  had  performed  the  duties  of  the  city’s  com¬ 
mon  council  and  so  continued  until  April  17,  1778.1  It  was 
a  period  when  the  threatenings  of  deserters,  prisoners  and 
law-breakers  made  its  burdens  unusually  heavy.  On  Febru¬ 
ary  27th  he  is  mentioned  as  having  been  a  member  of  a  sub¬ 
committee  instructed  to  apprehend  and  secure  certain  per¬ 
sons  and  papers  and  on  April  2nd  to  inquire  into  the  state 
of  tavern-keepers  and  innholders. 


On  June  lltli  he  is  reported  to  have  written  a  letter  to  the 
governor  o!  the  state,  as  likewise  did  General  Ten  Broeck, 
General  Schuyler  and  the  city’s  board,  to  all  of  which  it  was 
said  that  a  reply  had  been  received.  The  records  of  the  day 
before  show  that  his  fellow  members  on  the  Committee  were : 


Henry  R.  Lansing 
Gerrit  Groesbeck 
Henry  I.  Bogert 
John  Price 
Jacob  Bleeker 
Jacob  Bleeker,  Junior 
Samuel  Stringer  [Dr.] 
John  Ja.  Bleeker 
John  Tillman 


Abraham  S.  Yates 
Isaac  D.  Fonda 
Peter  Ryckman 
Philip  Van  Rensselaer* 
Isaac  Van  Aernam 
John  Williams 
Abraham  Ten  Broeck* 
liar8  Wendell  and 
.John  Tavlor 


■"Afterwards  Mayor  of  Albany.no 
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from  the  no,  th  P  "  to  ,news  of  11  P^ilUe  invasion 
”,  f ,  n°’th>  he  a«a‘«  volunteered  for  service  and 
marched  to  Schenectady,  returning  to  Albany  after  the  en 

e7bt1hereBuetlled-  B1T  fmd  Illdian  '-ds  andmassL^ 

cl  by  the  Butlers  and  Brant  at  Cobleskill,  Cherry  Valiev 
German  Flats  and  elsewhere  in  the  Mohawk  valley  and  be’ 
yond,  and  incursions  m  the  Adirondack  region  placed  on 
eceiy  citizen  ot  Albany  the  duty  to  respond  to  instant  call 7 

dty  yon  April  a’9thmafed  f°‘'  by  tbe  acceP‘aa^  by  the 
previously  lender1  i  0t  a  ProPerty  Payment  that  had  been 
^eni(  ei  e.c  011  a  bond  to  which  he  and  Abraham 
Eights  had  subscribed;  by  the  birth  of  his  daughter  Marin 

tism'of  T  and  by  his  spoiti-shj  in  ba" 

his  wife  f  e‘S  of  Jae°b  Van  Deusen  and  Elsie  Lansing 
i  s  wife,  relatives  of  one  George  Dean,  who  in  1765  at 

(AnimtieH*  s^Ttoi’  *7  lnarried  Jacob’s  sister,  Ann’etje 
sib  t* .  '  i  •  11  has  been  ‘bought  that  George  Dean  pos- 

1  bly  was  a  kinsman  who  played  a  mart  in  flm  Uv 

Of  Stewart  from  his  home"  in  MaryCd  draWM*  away 
1778  Mdl781  wher’t^79VWaS  °ne  °f  the  severaI  between 

ter  ill  in  the  M  l  l  e}f,Zens  °f  Albany>  and  for  that  mat- 
Brit i  ,  ,,  d  t!  b  1  VH  ey’  f1 'lt,m>ously  lived  in  terror  of 

Mas  acre  like  "  “Tt  fr.om  fbo  west  ai‘d  southwest, 
to  be  r  .tbos.°  at  Wyoming  and  German  Flats  were 

o  be  expected  it  vigilance  failed.  It  was  in  response  to  a 

cimber  Stewart  DS°  ^  ^  tl,at  in  Nove»‘ber  or  De- 
Albanv  to  Sol ,  1,  ’  T*"  ,,S  “  voluntecr-  “»™hod  from 

,  Fin  f<»-  two  weeks  or 

’  V  01  lba"  ,hls>  111  June,  he  is  said  to  have  cap¬ 

tured  a  sloop,  so  that  his  exploits  in  that  year  took  place 
on  both  land  and  water.  1 

History  does  not  record  the  events  of  his  life  in  1780 
beyond  the  birth  of  his  son  Anthony  on  December  90th  ™ 
blit  on  March  26th,  1781,  he  was  appointed  an  Albany  County 
unhei  of  the  outstandingly  important  committee  named 
Commissioners  for  Detecting  and  Defeating  Coi»pi“ 
of  wind,  Leonard  Gansevoort,  Jr.,  was  secretary  and  with 
s  teltow  members,  John  M.  Beecknmn,  Isaac  1)  Fonda  and 
,'.J  •  anmel  Stringer,  attended  many  meetings.50’ 57  J|0 

continued  m  that  striking  service  until  the  labors  of  the  com 
niiSKioiiers  were  ended.  It  has  been  well  said  that  the  n, lines 


tit' 

■ 
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September  21,  1776,  at  least  to  April  29,  1783,  and  on  others 
like  the  Albany  Committee  of  Correspondence  on  which 
Stewart  Dean’s  name  also  appears,  “deserve  to  be  placed 
on  the  roll  of  honor  along  with  those  of  the  soldiers  and 
the  statesmen.”  “The  committeees  and  congress  .  .  .  . 
organized  the  Revolution  and  military  victory  itself  was 
largely  dependent  upon  the  successful  accomplishment  of 
the  tasks  of  these  varied  committees.”4 

The  year  1782  marked  another  high  spot  in  Captain 
Dean’s  career,  for  in  the  month  of  January  he  left  for 
Philadelphia  to  superintend  the  building  of  the  armed  ves¬ 
sel  Nimrod  and  upon  its  completion  sailed  as  its  master 
commandant  under  a  Letter  of  Marque  on  venturesome  er¬ 
rands  to  the  West  Indies  from  which  he  returned  to  Albany 
some  nine  months  later.  Of  this  more  is  said  in  the  chapter 
that  follows  next. 

In  the  closing  year  of  the  war  Captain  Dean  was  be¬ 
reaved  of  his  wife,  Pietertze  Bratt,  who  died  between  the 
date  of  birth  of  their  son  Pieter,  on  October  23,  1783,  and 
of  his  baptism  on  the  fourteenth  of  the  ensuing  Decem¬ 
ber.4^  5j  This  son  apparently  did  not  long  survive  his 
mother.  The  coming  of  the  nation’s  independence,  there¬ 
fore,  brought  to  the  husband  and  father  a  joy  tempered  by 
this  personal  loss. 

Two  years  were  to  go  by  in  the  rapid  recovery  of  Al¬ 
bany  from  the  effects  of  war  when  Captain  Dean  was  called 
to  hike  the  leading  part  in  a  new  exploit  that  meant  much 
to  the  nation.  The  demand  for  tea  and  other  products  of 
the  Orient,  cut  off  by  the  break  with  Britain,  prompted  the 
sailing  of  the  first  American  vessel,  the  Empress  of  China , 
from  New  York  to  China  in  1784,  and  this  encouraged  the 
despatch  of  a  second  vessel,  the  Experiment,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Captain  Dean,  on  a  similar  quest  in  the  following 
year.  Departing  from  New  York  on  December  18,  1785,  for 
Canton,  he  was  gone  nearly  a  year  and  a  half,  returning 
with  a  cargo  of  tea,  silk  and  chinaware  to  New  York  and 
thence  to  Albany  in  the  spring  of  1787.  An  account  of  this 
famous  exploit  will  be  found  in  the  chapter  entitled  “Voyage 
to  China”. 

Of  Captain  Dean's  life  from  this  time  to  the  real  end  of 
the  Revolution  when  the  Constitution  was  adopted  in  1789 
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(jiorc  !s  little  of  record,  other  than  that  he  was  married  in 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  on  October  4,  1787,  to  his  see 
ond  wrfe,  Margaret  Whetten  of  New  York  City  a  daughter 
Of  Captam  William  Whetten  and  Margaret  Amy  Todd  his 
wife,  both  notable  patriots  m  revolutionary  days-*  and  that 

1  r  n  di  atter  Part,  °if  that  peri0d  he  -as  commander 
ot  a  sloop  m  the  transportation  of  passengers  and  goods  on 

the  Hudson  River  as  will  be  explained  in  another  chanter 
entitled  “Middle  Life  and  Closing-  Yea 


rs. 77 

,  •  |L’lm,1Y!,e  tW?  decades  or  so  that  Stewart  Dean  spent 

on  th^rivef  f311^  “  timeS  °f  stress>  with  a  residence 

as  Arboi  Hilf  ,  m  i  subse(lufnfl>'  ‘lie  eminence  known 
as  Aiboi  Hill,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  made  his  mark  on  his 

— ^  -a  PUbhC  spirited  Patriot  and  carried  its  fame 
and  that  of  Ins  country  to  far  off  lands  in  both  war  and 
peace.  The  annals  of  the  city  and  elsewhere  bear  witness  to 
this,  as  does  the  changing  of  the  name  of  two  of  the  city’s 
thorouglifares,  Dock  and  Water  Streets,  to  Dean  Street  in 


of  Adam  Todd  and  a 
was  born  in  New  York 
Her  husband,  to  whom 
William  Whetten,  was 
and  died  June  7,  1778. 
10,  1757,  and  died  in 


*  Margaret  Amy  (Todd)  Whetten,  a  daughter 
half-sister  of  Adam,  Jr.,  and  Sarah  (Todd)  Isto? 

C  ty  July  4,  1739,  and  died  there  April  21  1809 

she  was  married  September  7  (6?),  1756, ’captain 
Y1),11!  Devonshire,  England,  December  12,  1730 

infancy1;1  S^rali,  ^r^  June  ^^1758  ^farrie°d  ^ein-^  1?57’  a°d  dled  in 
and  died  August  21,  1840,  their  ‘‘great  f^n^  vi  Brevo°rt  June  16,  1778, 
Square  in  New  York-  Margaret  bn™  f  l!!1*5'  n?rth  of  Washington 

Dean  October  4,  1787,  ’and  died  December  ^T'lS'fl3-'  tJi^0’  )‘narri^d  stewart 
1763,  married  (1)  Eliza  Burlimr  •  to\  rr  •  \  ,Jo  m’  boru  January  27, 

William,  born  June  2  1765  (1766’)  L!  ^1?  Douglas,  and  died  in  1845; 
January  5  (6?),  1768,  died  at  sea  in  3  78Q-  1801;  Samuel- 

Ann  (called  Nancy),  born  February  8  (V>)  -1770^’  ori!  October  23,  1771; 

eloquently  rorAyetl  l„  S,UW,‘rt 


August 

rendered 


23, 

by 


the  Revolution, 


Dean, 


are 
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Chapter  IV 
NAVAL  EXPLOITS 


The  outbreak  of  their  open  struggle  with  Great  Britain 
found  the  United  Colonies  without  a  navy  with  which  to 
strike  at  sea.  But  this  did  not  long  continue.  The  news  of 
the  battle  at  Lexington  had  no  sooner  reached  the  sea  coast 
than  steps  were  taken  forthwith  to  convert  peacetime  ves¬ 
sels  into  privateers,  also  known  as  private  ships-of-war. 
Complying  with  instructions  from  the  Continental  Congress, 
the  revolutionary  governments  of  New  York  and  the  other 
provinces  encouraged  this.  Unable  to  cope  with  the  enemy’s 
frigates  the  American  privateers  could  at  least  harry  its 
ocean  commerce,  and  bring  to  the  colonies  the  munitions  and 
other  supplies  of  which  they  were  in  desperate  need  through¬ 
out  the  war.  The  sea  soon  teemed  with  them  while  the  in¬ 
surgents’  regular  navy  was  in  the  making.  But  for  them  the 
colonies’  feeble  fleet  of  public  men-of-war,  grown  to  a  mere 
eight  in  the  spring  of  177(5,  would  have  been  powerless 
against  the  blockading  British  fleet  of  ten  times  that  num¬ 
ber  aided,  too,  by  privateers.4, 23, 33 

This  was  the  situation  when  Stewart  Dean,  as  com¬ 
mander  of  the  90-ton  sloop  Iicavcr,  “mounting  six  carriage 
guns  and  navigated  by  twenty-live  men”,  applied  to  the 
provincial  congress  of  the  colony  of  New  York  for — and  on 
June  29,  1776,  was  granted — “a  Commission  as  Letter  of 
Marque”  to  arm  and  equip  the  Beaver  and  set  forth  in  it  to 
sea  as  a  private  ship-of-war  empowered  to  capture  British 
vessels  and  cargoes.  In  the  exercise  of  this  grant  Captain 
Dean,  as  well  as  James  A.  Stewart  on  behalf  of  the  owners 
of  the  Beaver,  James  A.  Stewart  and  Company  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  and  by  inference  Isaac  Sears  of  that  city, 
were  placed  under  bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  that  he  should 
not  ‘exceed  or  transgress  the  powers  and  authorities  which 
shall  be  contained  in  the  said  Commission,  but  shall  in  all 
things  observe  and  conduct  himself,  and  govern  his  crew, 
by,  and  according  to,  (lie  same,  and  certain  instructions 
therewith  to  be  delivered,  and  such  other  instructions  as 
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aif damaTi1 TsP S7!‘  !lIld  sllal1  reparation  for 

a  mige  sustained  by  any  misconduct,  or  unwarrantable 

C“i '"1’,,°'  iT'f  «  «» "“,72,*"; 

'  *•">  -  “  SPJttn z  at  'rt  ^ 

Sprr  ,;*«  Jrs,^ra“ 

theZmTl  ['  "  J:"T  ’ . .  1  -I"  was  . . .  .  . 

:  ‘  '  1  °f  Heni7  Lowes  to  whom  Stewart  Dean  was  armren- 

kin'  ,S"'j‘orsot  l0U"ty’  lfar.vland,  in  1766,  and  if  To  0f 
m  to  the  sloop  s  commander. 

witti°n  b'l  T0Ut  tlle  dato  of  ills  commission  Captain  Dean 
w.th  a  skeleton  crew,  sailed  with  the  Beaver  from  Ne"v  York 

to  New  London,  Connecticut,  where  he  manned  his  vessel 

"uns  lTd  C7T6ted  U/  ai:maraent  of  6  four-pound  carriage 
70  T  1~ ,blu.nderbusses  (swivels),  20  cutlasses,  20  spears  and 
70  rounds  of  powder  for  each  gun  with  a  proportion  of  baU 

Smedron  7 L'Z*  ^  ^7  ^  the  ^  Jot 

,,  '  ,  ll-s  lie  was  ready  tor  action  when  word  coinin'’' 

o  the  Declaration  of  Independence  he  departed  with  the 

news  for  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  on  the  7th  or  8th  of 

July.  It  was  a  fitting  start  for  the  little  Beaver  to  open  its 
cmeei  on  so  notable  an  errand. 

The  day  after  reaching-  Providence  Captain  Dean  “set 
°n  *  to  the  West  Indies,  and  when  lour  or  five 

‘  V)U  L  ln»  as  lle  anticipated,  with  a  fleet  of  British 

,;;oul  ,5° -n- 

;V  V  .  0U81U,1»  eilSagenient  lasting  for  live  or 

was  joined  by  the  10-gun  privateer 
nndo  p  ;  bngantme  of  ICO  tons  manned  by  20  men 
under  Captain  Joseph  Dwight  (DeWhite  or  DeWiglit)  four 

t  777  C,ap‘u,'ed>  of  which  one?  the  300- 

Oiei  ada  to  7  °f  7  ’  Captain  Bartlett,  euronte  from 

u  .ida  to  London  and  carrying  six  4-poi„idcrs  (2-pound- 

The  exact*  !°f  tt7a"lmUl  after  »  sharp  two-hour  conflict. 

T  e  Far?  f'r  0  -‘A8  .capture  has  1,0011  Sivon  as  July  22. 

ton  h  i  n  hTl  Wlt  'tS  pnZ°  crew  iUTived  safely  at'llos- 
ton,  but  the  others  were  recaptured  by  the  B.ritish. 

Resuming  Ids  voyage  Captain  Dean,  in  company  with 
Captain  Dwight  in  the  Kuterpriee,  arrived  at  the  |„Z,  os 
session  m  the  island  of  Saint  Martin  in  the  West  Indies 
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about  the  middle  of  September,  both  vessels  carrying  car¬ 
goes  to  be  disposed  of  in  that  neutral  port  as  well  as  cap¬ 
tured  prisoners,  and  both  in  quest  of  return  loadings  for  the 
patriot  cause.  The  circumstances  being  delicate,  one  or  both 
of  the  captains  called  on  and  sought  the  counsel  of  an  Amer¬ 
ican  merchant  in  the  neighboring  Dutch  island  of  Saint  Eus- 
tatia  (“Old  Statia,”  Saint  Eustatius,  Saint.  Eustache),  by 
name  William  Patterson,  who  had  been  induced  to  establish 
himself  there  for  the  sole  purpose  of  procuring  and  for¬ 
warding  to  his  country  munitions  and  other  articles  neces¬ 
sary  for  carrying  on  the  war,  in  exchange  for  the  products 
of  the  insurgent  colonies,  such  as  dried  fish,  indigo,  tobacco 
and  rice.  He  advised  that  the  prisoners  should  be  kept  con¬ 
fined  on  board  the  vessels  and  then  himself  went  over  to  St. 
Martin’s  with  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  purchase  full  car¬ 
goes  of  sugar  and  rum  for  the  two  vessels.  As  soon  as  they 
were  loaded  they  departed  with  the  prisoners  and  speeding- 
on  their  way  arrived,  at  least  in  the  case  of  the  Beaver,  in 
“New  Port’’,  Rhode  Island,  in  October,  some  five  months 
after  Captain  Dean  had  first  received  his  commission  to  em¬ 
bark  on  this  eventful  voyage.16, 22, 51 

The  Beaver  incident  takes  on  added  interest  in  having 
been  coupled  with  the  name  of  William  Patterson,  whose 
activities,  as  he  testified  long  after,  were,  like  Captain 
Dean’s,  devoted  to  the  procurement  and  forwarding  of  mu¬ 
nitions  and  other  means  for  the  United  Colonies.  As  he  said 
these,  as  in  the  case  of  Captain  Dean,  were  undertaken  “at 
the  risk  of  their  lives  with  a  halter  round  their  necks”  at 
the  commencement  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  Remaining 
on  this  errand  in  the  Dutch  and  French  West  Indies  until 
1778,  he  then  removed  to  Baltimore  where  he  greatly  pros¬ 
pered  and  became  the  father  of  Elizabeth  (Betty),  whose 
ill-starred  marriage,  in  1803,  to  Jerome  Bonaparte,  the 
brother  of  Napoleon,  was  to  make  its  mark  in  history.16, 18 

For  half  a  decade  after  the  Beaver’s  return  there  is 
nothing  in  Captain  Dean’s  papers  that  points  unquestionably 
to  his  career  on  water,  although  the  Naval  Library  records 
in  Washington  show  that  he  sailed  from  New  York  in  com¬ 
mand  of  that  vessel  not  only  in  1770  but  also  in  1771)  and 
1781  and  in  June,  177!),  captured  a  British  sloop.  On  land, 
as  set  forth  in  the  preceding  chapter,  he  marched  from  Al¬ 
bany  on  four  occasions  as  a  volunteer  soldier  against  Brit- 
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ntmef ‘‘blo!fr?l’"V!1<1TS  !"  "‘e  Vil"ey  of  11,0  M°hawk,  well 

Committee  of  'f  ’  'lN<  “S,  a  Cltlzen  served  on  the  Albany 
Rni|1o  Correspondence  and  on  the  Albany  County 

spiracles  for  Detecting  and  Defeating  Con 

resnects  lb  !n  fl  assu'lled  that  Captain  Dean,  in  other 
lespects  than  those  named,  was  far  from  inactive  in  his 

chosen  vocation  of  navigation  during  the  five  years  in  which 
he  was  so  prominent  on  land. 

Tins  brings  the  recital  to  January  of  the  year  1 782 

t^dthePbSMiDeai,fWaS  Called  t0  PhiladeIPhia  to  superin- 
p  d  •/  ^Ulldln?  of  an  armed  vessel  called  the  Nimrod 
Possibly  this  invitation  was  made  at  the  instance  of  ti  e  fa 
mous  Robert  Morris,  who  in  1747,  a  youth  of  1  irtee  i  had 
been  brought  by  his  father  from  England  to  the  bustling 

a°par°t  aad’'l!‘ere  Stewart  Dean  later  played 

ii-  ^  least  theie  is  some  ground  for  snecu- 

ation  that,  ties  perhaps  contracted  there  were  not  without 

a  schoone^lTf  A!ba‘ty'  °,“  ‘h°  colllPletion  of  the  Nimrod, 
a  schooner  of  forty  tons  burden  “mounting  six  carria-e 

guns  and  navigated  by  eighteen  men”,  a  commission  was 
gi  anted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  its  master 
unci  commandant,  Stewart  Dean,  with  a  Letter  of  Marque 
licensing  and  authorizing  him  to  fit  out  and  set  forth  in 
said  Schooner,  and  the  Officers  and  Crew  thereof  by  force 
of  arms  to  attack,  subdue,  and  seize  and  take  all  ships  ves¬ 
sels  and  goods  belonging  to  the  King  or  Crown  of  Great 

he1’,,0.'!  °  h,S  S,'bjCCtS’  01'  inhabiting  within  my 

,  l  ,ll,,rk‘V,r  possessions  Of  the  aforesaid  King  0f 
»u<d  Hi  dam  and  any  other  ships  or  vessels,  goods,  wares 
and  merchandises,  to  whomsoever  belonging,  which  are  or 

file  Unit,1"/:  be-sub1eets  of  ca>)tu‘e  oJZZ 

c  United  States  m  Congress  assembled,  or  which  are 

^o  deemed  by  the  Law  of  Nations”.  Stewart  Dean  wos 

placed  under  bond  bearing  date  April  IS  ] 7s0  in  '  f 

o i  M, 000  to  1  laitlitul  compliance  with  these  conditions  and 
leis,  mchidnig  Ordinances,  Acts,  or  Instructions”  fixed 

hfmsOf  rSMSS;  ‘  Ut,S'nU  “  tllings  ”ovoni  a"d  conduct 
11. self  as  Master  and  Commander  of  said  Schooner,  and 

(lie  Officers  awl  Crew  belonging  to  the  same,  liv  and  accord¬ 
ing  to,  said  Commission,  Ordinance,  Acts  and  Instructions 
and  by  any  I  realms  subsisting  or  which  may  subsist  be¬ 
tween  the  United  Status  in  Congress  assembled,  and  any 
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Prince,  Power,  or  Potentate  whatever,  and  shall  not  violate 
the  Law  of  Nations,  or  the  rights  of  Neutral  Powers,  or  any 
of  their  Subjects,  and  shall  make  reparation  for  all  dam¬ 
ages  sustained  by  any  misconduct  or  unwarrantable  proceed¬ 
ings  of  himself  or  Officers,  or  Crew  of  the  said  Schooner 
•  This  bond  was  executed  by  Stewart  Dean  himself 

and  by  one  of  the  owners,  Thomas  Morris,  whose  co-owners 
were  stated  to  be  Samuel  C.  Morris  and  Cadwalader  Morris, 
partners  in  a  well  known  firm  engaged  in  the  West  Indies 
trade.18, 22, 49 


The  conditions  under  which  Captain  Dean  was  to  func¬ 
tion  as  the  commander  of  this  ship-of-war,  or  privateer  as 
more  frequently  termed,  are  thus  given  at  length  to  make 
clear  that  the  charge  of  piracy,  now  often  applied  to  pri¬ 
vateering,  does  not  in  justice  lie  against  the  authorized  em¬ 
ployment  of  private  sliips-of-war  in  the  interest  of  their 
country  under  the  terms  of  a  Letter  of  Marque  so  drawn. 
As  in  the  case  of  the  Beaver,  in  even  a  stronger  degree,  the 
commander  of  the  Nimrod  was  as  firmly  held  to  the  rules  of 
warfare  as  the  captain  of  a  ship  of  the  line. 


On  or  soon  after  the  granting  of  the  Letter  of  Marque, 
in  mid-April,  Captain  Dean  with  a  first  and  second  mate, 
James  Slover  (Sloover  or  Dover)  and  Francis  Maus-Col- 
lock,  respectively,  sailed  from  Philadelphia  for  the  island  of 
Saint  Christopher  with  despatches  from  M.  Luzerne,  the 
French  Minister  to  the  United  States,  addressed  to  Admiral 
Count  de  Grasse,  in  command  of  the  French  fleet  then  cruis¬ 
ing  in  the  Caribbean  Sea.lt5>  38  His  sturdy  ship,  carrying 
ten  4-pounders  and  a  crew  of  25  (six  carriage  guns  and  18 
men,  according  to  the  naval  records),  was  a  small  though 
formidable  instrument  of  war  with  which  to  engage  and  cap¬ 


ture  armed  enemy  merchantmen  in  waters  dominated  by 
British  fleets. 


The  despatches  to  Admiral  de  Grasse  were  not  to  be  de¬ 
livered.  After  his  successful  foiling  of  the  attempt  bv  Ad¬ 
miral  Graves  to  bring  relief  to  Lord  Cornwallis  at  York- 
town  in  the  previous  August,  and  his  subsequent  capture  of 
Saint  Eustatia,  Saint  Christopher  (St.  Kitts)  and  other 
British  holdings  in  the  West  Indies,  he  had  been  met  and  de¬ 
feated  by  Admiral  Rodney  off  Santo  Domingo  on  the 
twellth  of  April,  less  than  a  month  before  the  arrival  of 
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the  Nimrod  on  the  scene.'*.  *•.  *»  It  was,  of  course,  a  source 

deep  disappointment  to  Captain  Dean  that  in  this  partic¬ 
ular  his  errand  was  made  fruitless.  P  ° 

At  this  point  intermingled  truth  and  fiction  take  their 
place  m  a  portrayal  of  the  movements  of  Captain  Dean  It 

a,rv,be.reCa  l1  t,,'at  ,Mlss  SedSw'ek,  I"  her  “Modern  Chiv- 
f  y  ,  wl'lch  the  leading  events  are  said  to  have  been 
ounded  on  tact,  tells  of  his  rescue  of  the  girl  “Perdita”  in 

hero^inaftt  Iteen  ^  foUrteel1  years  before-  In  that  tale  the 
'  ,  '  after  yfrs  18  Painted  as  having  intercepted  and  cap- 
tuied  an  armed  enemy  ship  bound  for  Antiqua  on  which  lie 
discovered  one  of  the  passengers,  the  wife  of  the  governor 
of  that  island,  to  be  the  one  he  had  thus  befriended.  Deliv- 
ng  her  together  with  her  son  and  mother-in-law  to  her 

ontis'cru!  '  n  °f  trUC,\aS  rnns  the  sto,'y>  he  continued 
on  Ins  cimse  until  pursued  by  a  British  ship  of  the  line  he 

takes  refuge  in  St.  Kitts,  then  still  held  by  the  French 

Tlieie  lie  was  attacked,  wounded  and  captured  by  his  pur- 

’  a"d  taken’  manacled  and  in  close  confinement  to  Anti 

jiua,  where  its  governor,  in  gratitude  for  the  previous  re- 

<Wnmh‘S  W!fe’  80n.an<1  moH'c.  refitted  and  equipped  the 
sa  >  cd  vessel  and  with  honors  permitted  it  to  resail  That 
there  is  at  least  a  semblance  of  truth  in  this  romantic  tale 
p  cvdcneed  by  a  brief  account  by  word  of  mouth  in  The 
Pennsylvania  Journal  and  Weekly  Advertiser  published  in 
Philadelphia  July  17,  1782,  to  the  effect  that  k  Cish  " 
vateer  had  recently  entered  “the  harbour  of  St.  Kitts  from 
wienee  llicy  cut  out  the  Schooner  | Nimrod |,  Captain ’ Demi, 
is  I*oi  t,  and  two  other  American  vessels,  and  carried 
them  to  Antiqua.  The  French  commandant,  discovering  tint 
sonie  of  the  English  on  the  island  had  been  concerned  in  the4 
business,  immediately  seized  the  vessels  belonging  to  them 
and  demanded  that  they  should  see  to  the  redelivery  of  the 
-  mei  lean  vessels,  which  after  some  delay  was  complied  with 
and  the  vessels  sent  back,  when  the  merchants  of  St  Kitts 
were  ob  .ged  to  refit  the  vessels  with  rigging,  stores,  etc.,  of 
which  the  privateers  had  plundered  them,  and  then  they 
wore  delivered  in  good  order  to  their  owners” 

What  is  to  be  taken  in  Miss  Sedgwick’s  tale  to  have 
fieen  the  truth,  so  far  as  the  capture  and  release  of  the 
Nimrod  are  concerned,  is  evidenced  by  the  sworn  statement 
ol  Captain  Dean,  made  m  18;!;!,  that  “While  lying  in  the 
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harbor  at  St.  Christopher  (in  May,  1782)  the  Nimrod  was 
attacked  by  two  20  Gun-ships,  and  after  a  short  but  severe 
conflict  captured  and  carried  to  Antiqua.  He  was  badly 
wounded  during  the  engagement,  and  immediately  after  the 
surrender  of  the  Nimrod,  and  was  detained  a  prisoner  about 
twenty  days,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  through  the 
friendly  interposition  of  Admiral  Crosby  and  the  then  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Antiqua,  whose  name  he  has  forgotten  [Thomas 
Shirley],  the  Nimrod,  with  the  remainder  of  her  crew,  was 
restored  to  him,  and  after  returning  to  St.  Christopher, 
whither  he  was  towed  by  one  of  the  Admiral’s  ships,  and 
laying  in  a  cargo,  arrived  safely  at  the  head  of  Elk  river 
[“Head  of  Elk’’  at  what  is  now  Elkton]  in  Maryland,  in 
August  or  September,  having  been  absent  between  4  and  5 
months.”16  It  was  at  this  place  of  termination  of  Captain 
Dean’s  second  cruise  that  Howe  five  years  before  had  disem¬ 
barked  the  British  army  for  its  advance  on  Philadelphia 
during  which  the  battles  of  Brandywine  and  Germantown 
had  been  fought. 


In  essence  the  three  accounts  of  the  capture  and  release 
of  the  Nimrod  are  not  far  apart,  that  of  Captain  Dean,  of 
course,  to  be  given  the  greater  weight  as  coming  under  oath 
from  the  leading  character  in  the  drama.  As  to  the  reason 
for  the  release  of  the  Nimrod,  however,  that  given  by  “word 
of  mouth”  in  the  Philadelphia  paper  is  different  from  the 
ones  in  “Modern  Chivalry”  and  Captain  Dean’s  recital. 
The  latter’s  basic  facts  are  quite  like  Miss  Sedgwick’s, 
whose  embroidery  of  romance  in  respect  to  “Perdita”  may 
be  taken  as  partly  true  and  partly  fictional  as  suits  the 
reader.  The  writer  of  this  sketch,  for  one,  chooses  to  believe 
that  the  part  thus  chargeable  to  romance  is  essentially  true. 


The  feats  of  the  Nimrod  were  not  to  end  with  its  ar¬ 
rival  at  “Head  of  Elk”.  Immediately  after  the  discharge  of 
its  cargo  and  the  laying  in  of  another,  Captain  Dean  sailed 
in  its  command  to  Havana.  At  that  port  the  vessel  was  em¬ 
bargoed  and  detained  for  about  two  months,  after  which  it 
departed  for  Philadelphia  and  there  arrived  with  its  com¬ 
mander  in  the  latter  part  of  December,  1782,  or  forepart  of 
January,  1 78J.16 


The  time  spent  by  Captain  Dean  in  these  two  cruises, 
so  filled  with  heroic  incident,  was  at  least  nine  months.  The 
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Chapter  V 

VOYAGE  TO  CHINA 


The  ending  of  the  War  of  Independence  by  no  means 
brought  tranquility  to  the  victorious  states.  Their  internal 
rivalries  and  jealousies  until  then  slumbering  came  to  life  and 
their  industry,  trade  and  agriculture  were  prostrate.  Their 
foreign  commerce,  too,  was  at  a  standstill  with  the  doors  of 
the  British  colonies  closed  to  them.  That  their  hard  won  in¬ 
dependence  should  bear  fruit  their  nationals  were  therefore 
compelled  forthwith  to  seek  friendly  ports  bepond  the  seas. 

Such  was  the  situation  in  the  year  1784  when  the  first 
move  was  made  by  merchants  of  the  United  States  to  open 
tea-trade  with  China.  It  will  be  remembered  that  it  was  this 
trade,  monopolized  as  it  was  by  the  British  East  India  Com¬ 
pany,  that  played  a  leading  part  in  the  outbreak  of  the  Rev¬ 
olutionary  War.  The  time  had  come  for  Americans  to  go 
and  fetch  their  tea,  along  with  the  luxuries  of  the  Orient 
for  which  there  was  a  growing  demand.19, 46 


The  Empress  of  China,  a  converted  privateer 
tons  burden,  had  the  honor  of  making  this  start  at 
t iat ion  of  Robert  Morris  of  revolutionary  fame, 
from  New  York  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Green  on  February  22,  1784,  she  made  her  return 
fully  on  May  11,  1785.11,  20>  32< 72 


of  300 
the  ini- 
Sailing 
Joseph 
success- 


Tt  is  now  that  Captain  Dean  appears  on  the  post-war 
scene.0,  10, 14, 10, 2,)> 24, 30, 31>  32>  3G>  37>  47>  GG.  6°.  70, 7i,  it  "Whether 
this  was  on  his  own  initiative,  or  at  a  suggestion  made  to 
him  by  members  ol  the  Morris  family  who  had  owned  the 
privateer  Nimrod  over  which  he  held  sway  three  years  be- 
lore,  or  in  consequence  of  steps  taken  by  New  York  mer¬ 
chants  to  bring  about  his  consultation  with  Captain  Green 
that  is  reported  to  have  taken  place,  or  because  of  the  good 
olliees  ol  .James  Stewart,  who  owned  the  licdocr,  commanded 
by  Stewart  Dean  in  1770,  there  is  no  way  now  of  knowing. 
At  any  rate,  however,  history  does  record  that  in  the  fall  of 
1785  Captain  Dean  was  in  communion  with  a  group  of  mer- 
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China  for^6 venture  in  ten  C0",mand  °f  a  seC0Ild  ™.vaSe  to 

singllhseticke!v>  tZ  Expf  m1nt’  of  the  world’s 

Albany  hv  oLn  n  e™pl°^d  in  this,  had  been  built  in 
carriage  nf°  Dean  m  1784’’  and  was  intended  for  the 

and  ic  losrssr  r*  wjl'et  if home  port 

1785,  and  by  one  across  the  Atlantic  in  th^ummer"^  the 

‘^BlacrBird^fo^H’  W^efince . CaPtain  Doan  brought  back 
a  l  lack  Bad  for  the  edification  of  Mrs.  Jones  wife  of  a 

Yorkbr-t°v  the  ^1™  of.Stewart  and  Jones,  merchants  of  New 
taken  Tlmf'tl  who®e  interests  the  voyage  had  been  under- 
en  That  the  relationship  between  that  firm  and  Contain 

-Dean  had  m  some  degree  to  do  with  the  birth  throes  of  the 
‘venture  in  tea’’,  is  indicated  in  its  letter  of  October  04 
78o,  to  Teunis  Van  Vechten  of  Albany,  thus:  “Respecting 

fixed  SasVvetaSVe°  ^  Eaat  «-*  not  yet  ajgefter 

,  ,  as  yet  We  are  now  looking  up  a  good  concern  of 

Tim  seoT|WI 1  I  ear  furthef  fr0m  us  whe“  !t  is  finally  fixed  ” 
The  seed  lmd  been  sown  tor  what  was  to  become  known  as 
a  famous  voyage.”70- 71  ilown  as 

It  was  not  until  November  11th  of  that  year,  1785  that 
a  mee  ,ng  was  finally  held  in  New  York  at  which  an  agreed 
lent  to  finance  the  new  project  was  subscribed  to  by  eHi 
teen  takers  of  nineteen  shares  involving  an  expenditure °of 
not  to  exceed  £10000  in  New  York  currency.’-  ‘  In  the  end 
this  notable  group  was  made  up  as  follows:** 


to  have  been  built  ^ear^  the*  "location ° o^i^Se °  t  "  d  by  another  authority 
X  ns  date  construction  Sd” 

Experiment's  voyTg^o  To 'chinlf' filching  ^he  n"  the  lnceptIon  of  the 
"loop  and  its  financial  results  has  beei/  „n,Si  U?d  Inanni,1«  of  the 
the  courtesy  of  The  New  York  HistorTal sjj.  *“  largo  part  through 
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The  Sloop 
HXPWKIMMNT 


from  a  model  made  by  Capt.  P.  B.  Blanchard,  Trustee  of 
Sailors’  Snu<*-  Harbor,  Staten  Island,  N.  V.,  and  presented 
by  him  to  that  institution  in  11K!4. 


No.  of 
Shares 

1  Elias  Nexsen 

1  John  Alsop*  , 

1/0  Peter  Mesier 

14  Abraham  Walton 

2  Alexander  Robertson  and 

Co. 

1  Ten  Brook  and  Salter 
1  Josiah  Shippey  and  Co. 
1  John  R.  Meyer 
1  Stewart  Dean 


No.  of 
Shares 

'1  Teunis  T.  Van  Vechtenf 
iy2  Henry  Seaman  (and 
another) 

1  William  Laight  and  Co. 
y>  John  Rernsen 
1  Lynch  and  Stoughton 

1  Robert  Dale 

2  Stewart  and  Jones 
1  Guilian  Verplanck:;: 

(and  another) 

1  Peter  Sehemerhorn 


Their  meetings  thenceforth  were  to  be  held  at  the  “Cof¬ 
fee  House”,  at  six  o’clock  on  Tuesday  of  each  week,  to  re¬ 
ceive  reports  and  attend  to  the  affairs  of  the  enterprise  to 
which  they  were  committed.  It  is  of  interest  that  Captain 
Dean  was  one  of  their  number,  and  that  Janies  Stewart  of  the 
firm  of  Stewart  and  Jones,  and  presumably  the  owner  of  the 
Beaver  in  1776,  perhaps  was  educated,  as  was  Captain  Dean, 
under  the  tutelage  of  Henry  Lowes  of  Maryland.  The  similar¬ 
ity  of  their  names  and  handwriting,  and  their  previous  close 
association,  encourages  that  supposition  and  in  turn  the 
thought,  though  fanciful,  that  they  may  have  been  related. 

The  co-adventurers  selected  one  of  their  number,  Gulian 
Verplanck,  to  act  as  treasurer,  and  with  him  three  others, 
James  Stewart,  Robert  Dale  and  William  Laight,  to  serve 
as  a  committee  to  make  the  necessary  purchases  and  pay¬ 
ments.  The  treasurer,  John  Alsop,  and  James  Stewart  were 
appointed  a  committee  “to  wait  on  (lie  Governor  and  For¬ 
eign  Minister”  for  “such  certificates  as  may  be  beneficial 
in  the  prosecution  of  our  voyage”.  Another  committee  con¬ 
sisting  of  Messrs.  Seaman,  Verplanck  and  Lynch,  was  se¬ 
lected  “to  draw  up  instructions  for  Captain  Dean”.  As  sub¬ 
mitted  and  approved  they  provided  that  he  should  proceed 
to  Canton  with  due  precautions  in  the  “Straights  of  Sunda” 


*A  prominent  figure  during  the  Revolution  along  with  the  famous 
Isaac  Sears,  who  shortly  after  sailed  for  Canton  on  the  Hope. 4,  ou 

tOf  Albany  and  the  father  of  Abraham  Van  Veehten,  who  was  promi¬ 
nent  in  public  affairs. is 

JAn  uncle  of  (luillun  Crommolin  Verplanck,  who  became  famous  as  a 
political  figure  and  author,  his  Shakespeare’s  Plays:  With  His  Life,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1847,  being  "Important  as  an  Illustration  of  the  development  of 
wood  engraving,  and  as  a  second  serious  attempt  of  American  Shake¬ 
spearean  scholarship,  to  use  the  latest  English  researches.  .  .  .”■* 
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against  the  natives  of  Java  and  other  islands  in  that  region- 

?£  s  tr,  5  *s 

sriSr 

idLs^s,  t  i”,"- 

si“ 

f  1  °!  .mal,l  lt-v  hls  duties  of  command  should  he  passed 
over  to  his  mate,  who  was  in  tint  (  t„  ,  .  .  Pdssecl 

with  “Mr.  William  Stewart”  °  **  “  “«*•>" 

By  the  15th  of  December  the  purchases  were  completed 
ut  a  cost  ot  somewhat  in  excess  of  tiu»  fl,.;  .■  ,  , •  .  I 

£10000.  They  embraced”  0,,flnal  llm,tatl01‘  of 

The  S,™p  Experiment  acquired  from  its  own¬ 
ers,  Stewart  Dean,  Tennis  Van  Vechten  and 

•lames  Stewart,  for  £1200,  plus  various  sup- 

plies  costing.  .  .  ' 

.•I,  ,,  °  .  £1370, 

a  total  ol .  ’ 

.  £2,570 

The  cargo  consisting  of _ 

WH  barrels  of  tar,  turpentine,  rosin,  spirits  of 
1  urpenl me  and  varnish .  ^  j.{0 

P’onr  casks  of  best  Scotch  snuff. ....... ^  .  ,!•>., 

Six  casks  of  tobacco .  . 

Pour  hogsheads  of  Jamaica  spirits .  98 

Pom-  quarter-casks  of  Old  Madeira  wino.'.T  02 

hilly  boxes  and  tit'teen  casks  of  “Gensan"”  it«-t 
One  cask  of  furs  of  squirrels,  minks,  refund 
grey  foxes,  wildcats,  martins,  hears,  rac¬ 
coons,  muskrats  and  spotted  fawns.  . . .  16 

Emi|ff7  ,bMX<SS  00ntainin«  ]«,000  Spanish 
milled  dollars .  , 

.  7203  88 GO 

Total  cost  divided  equally  among  the  nine-  ~ 

“  H,mros>  tliiia  amounting  to  £G00  each  £11430 
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One  of  the  two  principal  cargo  items,  as  will  be  seen, 
consisted  of  specie  with  which  .to  make  purchases  in  Can¬ 
ton.  The  other,  gensang  (ginseng),  was  a  forked,  aromatic, 
warm-tasting  root  gathered  in  shady  woodlands  and  much 
coveted  by  the  Chinese  for  what  were  believed  by  them  to 
be  its  medical  properties  and  its  remote  resemblance  to  the 
human  figure  bespeaking  as  they  thought  occult  influence. 

By  now  the  cargo  was  in  place,  together  with  an  arma¬ 
ment  of  six  carriage  and  two  swivel  guns,  small  arms,  board¬ 
ing  pikes  and  other  weapons  for  repelling  Malay  proas  and 
Chinese  pirates  that  might  be  encountered  enroute.20-  24> 70 
The  officers  and  crew  were  listed  thus : 


Stewart  Dean,  Master 
John  Whettcn,  1st  Mate 
Isaac  Seaman,  2nd  Mate 
Charles  Morse,  Seaman 
Hugh  Kemmens,  “ 


William  Brown,  Seaman 
John  Kemmens,  “ 

William  Sloo,  “ 

William  DeWever,  Boy 
Blackboy  Prince 


With  this  group  was  included  the  above  mentioned 
William  Stewart,  a  connection  of  one  of  the  subscribers  to 
the  agreement,  Stewart  and  Jones,  who  went  on  the  voyage 
in  a  semi-official  capacity;  at  its  close  he  is  reported  to  have 
“adventured  himself  in  the  little  vessel  and  is  returned  in 
good  health”.71  Pleven  souls  in  all  embarked  in  the  quest 
for  tea  half  way  ’round  the  globe. 


Of  two  of  the  crew  some  special  mention  is  in  order. 
John  Whettcn  was  (he  brother  of  Margaret,  to  whom  Cap¬ 
tain  Dean  was  destined  to  become  married  several  months 
after  the  Experiment  had  returned,  and  in  after  years  was 
to  become  the  captain  and,  with  his  uncle  by  marriage,  John 
Jacob  Astor,  the  owners  of  several  vessels  in  the  India  trade, 
the  first  governor  of  Sailors’  Snug  Harbor  and  the  ninth 
president  of  the  Maritime  Society  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

21  William  Sloe  may  have  been  the  one  of  that  name  who 
was  connected  by  marriage  with  the  Whettcn  family.30 
These  human  touches  spoke  well  tor  a  harmonious  voyage, 
as  did  the  spirit  evinced  by  this  inscription  on  the  ship’s 
bill  of  lading:11-  24 


Sliip’d  by  (lie  Brace  of  Clod  in  good  Order  and 
well  conditioned  by  Win.  Paighf  iu  behalf  of  the 
Owners  of  tin*  experiment  in  and  upon  the  good 
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Sloop  call’d  the  Experiment  whereof  is  M-mW 
under  God  for  this  present  Voyage  Stewart  Dn 

York-InddlbvS  C  “  the  Euhonr  of  New 

China  aL  n  faCe  bound  *>r  Canton  in 

desired  Port^°,e^dZlt,le  ^  S'°°P  her 
Dated  in  New  York  15th  December  1785 

(Signed)  Stewart  Dean 

Port»  andTheirTtZ  8“d  ^  the  “^-ed 

months,  time  v"as  to  disprot  the ' T  “T"6  °f  e«htee" 

«>at  this  prayer  wouldTZnsweS™  °‘  d°UbterS 

the  Expert*  ft  ‘tl6  AmeSrflT'-  VS 1785  "  that 

started  on  her  IS  000  miip*  ,•  East  River,  and 
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from  which  they  came.  Here  anchored  in  the  narrow  river 
were  long  stretches  of  great  foreign  ships — English,  Dutch, 
Danish,  Swedish,  French,  Portuguese  and  Spanish— to  dwarf 
their  tiny  vessel.46  Crowds  of  Chinese  “tea-deckers”,  too, 
of  strange  appearance,  large  and  small,  lined  the  banks  or 
slowly  moved  about.  River  junks  manned  by  naked  coolies, 
and  Chinese  mandarins’  gaily  decorated  flower  boats,  passed 
to  and  fro ;  and  numberless  little  sampans  transferred  car¬ 
goes  between  ships  and  shore  and  from  ship  to  ship  and 
housed  a  vast  floating  population  of  the  Cantonese  with 
their  families  and  impedimenta.  Varied  colors,  lights,  and 
the  sounds  of  voice  and  music  gave  life  to  a  medley  so 
strange  to  occidental  eyes  and  ears.  Nothing  like  it  was  to 
be  seen  in  hum-drum  New  York  or  sober  Albany. 

The  master  and  crew  of  the  Experiment  soon  found 
that  they  were  not  to  be  permitted  to  travel  as  they  might 
choose  on  land.  Their  activities  ashore  were  to  be  strictly 
confined  within  the  limits  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
square,  termed  “the  Factory”,  so  named  after  the  title  of 
factor  held  by  the  representatives  of  the  foreign  traders. 
In  this  little  area  was  located  a  row  of  terraced  buildings 
that  sheltered  the  goods  and  offices  of  the  “foreign  devils” 
with  whom  the  Chinese  merchants  dealt  by  authority  of  the 
emperor  of  the  “Middle  Flowery  Kingdom”.  The  days  of 
Captain  Dean  and  his  following  were  therefore  distress¬ 
ingly  monotonous  during  their  six  months’  stay,  except  as 
they  were  permitted  to  visit  a  resort  across  the  river,  and 
to  disport  themselves  amidst  the  exotic  surroundings  on 
water  on  which,  with  restrictions,  they  were  given  a  some¬ 
what  freer  hand.  Then,  too,  there  was  the  excitement  that 
attended  the  arrival  of  the  American  vessels  that  followed 
in  the  wake  of  the  Experiment,  including  the  Grand  Turk, 
Captain  Ebenezer  West,  from  Salem;  the  Canton,  Captain 
Truxtun  (Truxton),  from  Philadelphia;  and  the  Hope  from 
New  York  under  the  command  of  Captain  James  Magee. 
The  records  show  that  the  Empress  of  China,  Captain  Jo¬ 
seph  Green,  from  New  York,  also  arrived  after  the  Experi¬ 
ment,  this  being  its  second  voyage. 

Sometime  after  he  had  arrived  in  China  Captain  Dean 
thus  was  to  be  joined  in  fellowship  with  these  four  congen¬ 
ial  spirits,  with  whom  to  while  away  the  passing  hour  in 
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nrvuf  tll0i^  °TrieirS  in  tlle  recently  ended  Revolution- 
dIy  War’  and  of  incidents  encountered  in  their  crossings  of 
sea  and  ocean.  One  of  them,  Captain  Thomas  TruxtiuClike 

tl,ePTWi^efin’,  1Iad,been  ?  commander  of  privateers  against 
.  e  Buhsh  and  had  won  fame' m  many  naval  exploits.  Later 

m  the  undeclared  naval  war  with  France  in  1799-1800  lie 
was  to  become  commodore  of  the  United  States  fleet  and, 
aboard  the  Constellation,  win  renowned  victories  for  which 
he  received  a  gold  medal  and  the  thanks  of  Congress.  On  the 
Hope  also  came  two  others  in  August  to  join  this  circle; 
Majoi  Samuel  Shaw  of  Revolutionary  fame  and  the  first 
American  to  be  appointed  Consul  to  Canton;  and  “Kim’-” 
Isaac  Sears,  of  note  in  the  French  and  Indian  and  Revolu¬ 
tionary  wars  and  a  backer  of  Captain  Dean’s  Beaver  enter- 
pnse  in  1770,  who  died  in  Canton  in  the  following  October, 
i  oitunate  it  was  for  (his  little  group  that  within  its  circle 
close  companionship  should  be  found,  for  to  its  seven  mem- 
hers  and  their  entourage  the  numerous  English  were  cold 
m  social  intercourse.4, 18>  20, 45, 69 

During  this  season,  embracing  the  latter  half  of  1786 
and  forepart  of  1787,  there  rode  here  at  anchor,  at  one  time 
or  another,  these  five  American  vessels  together  with  twenty- 
nine  flying  the  British  hag  and  sixteen  of  other  nationali- 
ties  sailing  to  and  from  Europe,  and  twenty-three  English 
slaps  hailing  from  India.  Numbering  seventy-three  vessels 
in  all,  tins  was  the  largest  fleet  ever  known  until  then  in 
these  waters  m  a  single  year.  The  resulting  heavy  demand 
or  tea  and  other  Chinese  products  drove  up  prices  more 
ian  _o%  above  those  of  1784,  which  would  account,  at  least 
m  part,  for  the  inconsiderable  protit  that  was  to  accrue  to 
the  Experiment's  co-adventurers.69 

Having  made  his  peace  with  the  leaders  of  the  Hong 
merchants  m  Canton,  it  was  necessary  for  Captain  Dean  to 
dispose  ot  his  cargo,  which  lie  was  successful  in  doing  as 
shown  in  his  accounts  dated  July  1st  and  September  28th, 
for  the  sum  of  $7549y2.  Adding  to  this  the  cash  for  which 

he  was  to  make  an  accounting,  the  amount  available  for  the 

68 

purposes  of  the  voyage  was  $2755(i!Ki,  the  equivalent  of  some 
f  11000  1,1  Ncw  York  currency  at  the  rate  of  $2-^!  per  pound. 

From  this  fund  casli  was  to  be  reserved  for  various  ex- 
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Portraits 

of 

HOWQUA 


1 1<  )\V(c)l  ta 

As  known  lo  Captain  Dean,  from  a  portrait 
owned  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Russell  Doan  of 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 
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IIOWQUA 

In  liis  later  years,  from  a  ])ortrait  by  George 
Cliiniiery,  H.  II.  A.,  published  in  the  “Inter¬ 
national  Studio,”  November,  11)20. 
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penses.,  leaving  $20,989,  the  equivalent  of  say  £8400,  for  the 
purchase  of  the  return  cargo,  made  up  as  follows : 

300  chests  of  Hyson  tea 
8  “  “  best  Ilyson  tea 

100  “  “  Souchong  tea 

26  “  “  China  tea  cups  and  saucers 

5  “  “  breakfast  china 

80  bales  “  Nankeens 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  the  cost  of  the  outbound 
cargo,  listed  at  £8860,  was  somewhat  in  excess  of  that  of  the 
return  cargo,  £8400,  thus  making  it  necessary  that  enough 
should  be  realized  from  the  sale  of  the  latter  in  New  York  to 
make  up  for  the  shortage,  defray  the  cost  of  the  sloop  and 
its  portage,  and  yield  a  profit  to  the  owners. 

His  business  in  Canton  completed,  Captain  Dean  took 
sail  for  home  on  or  about  December  10th.  He  carried  with 
him  not  only  his  ship  and  crew  intact  and  the  evidences  of 
accomplishment  of  the  errand  on  which  he  had  embarked, 
but  what  was  even  more,  in  the  larger  interests  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  the  friendship  of  the  Cantonese  Hong  merchants  with 
whom  he  had  had  dealings.  The  evidence  of  this  lies  in  the 
life-long  mutual  regard  that  was  cemented  between  him  and 
their  leader,  llowqua.  Born  in  1769  and  dying  in  1843  the 
name  of  this  Chinese  gentleman — and  gentleman  he  was  in 
the  highest  sense — became  a  household  word  in  the  families 
of  many  of  the  Americans  who  had  dealings  with  him  and 
prized  his  probity  and  generosity.  Ilis  portrait  was  taken 
back  to  America  by  Captain  Dean,  on  this  or  more  probably 
on  one  of  his  later  voyages,  to  continue  to  this  day  to  grace 
the  walls  of  one  of  the  Dean  descendants,  and  to  be  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  conversation  of  others  of  them  who  hold  to  these 
memories  of  the  past.13, 14, 17, 20, 27, 45, 46, 53, 67, 72 

In  the  retracing  of  his  steps  west  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  the  course  followed  by  Captain  Dean  was  not  the  same 
as  the  one  by  which  he  had  come.  Bearing  more  to  the  south 
he  stopped  at  St.  Helena  on  March  6th  for  provisions — three 
pigs  and  twelve  fowls — and  then  across  to  St.  Rustatia  in 
the  West  Indies,  near  where  he  had  sailed  on  the  privateer 
Nimrod  five  years  before.  Here  on  April  f)th  he  again  took 
on  provisions,  and  then  departed  for  New  York,  where  he 
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arrived  on  Sunday,  April  22,*  1787,  after  a  passage  of  four 
months  and  twelve  days.  The  Experiment  had  thus  averaged 
one  lundred  knots  daily,  a  speed  of  which  the  later  breed°  of 
clipper  ships  under  similar  conditions  might  well  be  envious. 

lP^fTfIle  0tJl™  ExPerim™t,  welcomed  it  is  said  by  at 

least  two-thirds  of  the  citizens  of  whom  very  few  had  ^ex¬ 
pected  its  return,47  has  been  picturesquely  described  in  these 
words  by  one  of  the  multitude  who  flocked  to  the  wharf  to 
extend  their  greetings  :8 

Everything  on  the  ship  was  conducted  in  the 
man-of-war  style.  Martial  music  and  the  boat¬ 
swain  s  whistle  were  heard  on  board,  with  all  the 
pomp  and  circumstance  of  war,  which  at  that  early 
period  of  our  commercial  marine,  was  doubtless 
considered  very  imposing. 

9fi  4"  th®  Ne'W  Y°rk  Journal  aw>  Weekly  Register  of  April 
"h,  i  lot,  it  was  reported  that : 

The  Experiment  on  her  arrival  saluted  the  citv 
by  a  discharge  of  13  rounds.  At  the  discharge  of 
ie  last  round  one  of  the  crew  was  unfortunately 
wounded  by  the  match  being  applied  before  he  had 
u  b  charged  the  piece,  but  we  are  assured  that  he 
will  soon  be  recovered  and  that  happily  without  the 
loss  of  limbs. 

So  came  to  an  end  a  voyage  which  in  truth  was  enie  It 
'e. named  now  for  Captain  Dean  to  render  an  account  of  his 
•  tevwudship  and  the  closing  of  its  affairs.  Meetings  of  the 

Z7v::Zm r  Aril  254,1  and  ^ 
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the  receint  Of  t,  A ,h  ,  °  SU"'  of  f74L,-19-°  was  realized;  and 
F  P  f  the  balance  of  all  demands  against  the  Sloon 

experiment,  amounting  to  £888-5-0,  was  acknowledged  bv 

was  T tlmtrDrC,1VCly.  0,1  ^  8>  '™-  ™s  -tmnifH 
e  owneis  netted  on  an  investment  of  £11-130 

made  a  year  and  a  half  before  and  assumed  in  tlm  eli  te 

;  e  been  repaid  them,  cannot  be  considered  other  than 

grossly  inadequate  for  such  a  risky  venture.  Accorfinl  to 

the  of  Ms  journey  up 
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Portraits  of 
of 

MARGARET  (TODD)  WHETTEN 
and  her  daughter 

MARGARET  (WHETTEN)  DEAN 

o - o - o 


From  wax  bas  reliefs  possessed  by  Miss  S.  Elizabeth  Crofoot, 
33  Washington  Square,  New  York  City 
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Margaret  (Todd)  Whetten 

1739-1809 


Margaret  (AVlietten)  Doan 
17(>0  -  1851 


quired  a  sum  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  his  boat  he  would 
have  made  an  advantageous  voyage.”10  The  inflated  prices 
that  had  to  be  paid  for  tea  and  other  products  in  Canton,  of 
which  mention  has  been  made,  must  have  had  their  part  in 
this.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  honor  won,  and  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  having  been  pioneers  in  the  establishment  of  the 
nation’s  foreign  trade,  more  than  compensated  the  adven¬ 
turers  for  their  monetary  disappointment  if  such  they  suf¬ 
fered. 


Attendance  to  the  business  side  of  the  enterprise  was 
not  alone  of  pressing  moment.  The  members  of  the  crew,  of 
course,  sought  the  welcoming  arms  of  their  families  from 
which  for  a  year  and  a  half  they  had  been  absent.  With 
Captain  Dean  there  was  to  be  a  friendly  reunion  with  his 
co-adventurers,  no  doubt  at  the  hospitable  board  of  the  Cof¬ 
fee  House.  Visits,  too,  were  to  be  paid  at  the  home  of  his 
first  mate,  where  it  is  very  likely  that  lie  met  not  only  John 
Whetten’s  sister,  Margaret,  to  whom  he  was  to  be  married 
in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  on  the  4th  of  the  following 
October,  but  also  her  mother,  Mrs.  Whetten;  her  sisters,  Mrs. 
Henry  Brevoort  and  Mrs.  Michael  Bull  (of  Hartford,  Conn.) ; 
her  brother,  William;  her  aunt,  Mrs.  John  Jacob  Astor,  and 
her  uncle,  Adam  Todd. 


Captain  Dean’s  return  to  his  home  city  of  Albany  was 
warmly  welcomed  by  his  fellow  citizens  who,  in  his  honor, 
later  changed  the  names  of  Dock  and  Water  streets  to  Dean 
Street,  as  evidenced  in  part  by  formal  action  to  that  effect 
by  the  City’s  Common  Council  on  November  6,  1826,  and  by 
the  records  of  the  city  engineer.  Recognitions  like  this  have 
been  similarly  bestowed  in  honor  of  such  shining  lights  as 
Montgomery,  Lafayette  and  Clinton,  whose  names  adorn  the 
more  important  streets  of  Albany.  Years  afterward,  in 
1844,  Dean  Street  was  metamorphosed  when  the  route  of  the 
Mohawk  and  Hudson  Railroad  was  extended  “down  the 
Tivoli  creek  into  the  heart  of  the  city,  to  the  Maiden  lane 
depot  and  the  Boston  Ferry;”  and  still  later,  in  1899,  when 
it  was  witness  to  the  expansion  and  improvement  of  the  rail¬ 
road  terminal  and  bridge  across  the  Hudson  River  under  the 
direction  of  the  one*  who  pens  these  lines.26, 47> 67 

♦To  him  it  fell  to  name  the  station  Dean,  just  north  of  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri,  in  honor  of  his  forefather,  when  the  line  now  known  as  the 
Chicago,  Great  Western  Railway  was  extended  southerly  from  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  circa  1887. 


Page  35 


‘7  If '  t  V  biJ  11.  .['-..ill  MVlil; 

’  )1 

'I'.fui'o  :jf  if--,  .d  ;'i  ••'.«{  o  noii 


. 

■ 


■ 

i-  «  1  1  i< 

f  j  )a  <.  ,  is  f  ■!  .  i.  »;  I  *  *f  i  ‘in.  'Ur-)  4 

•  i‘!  tf  ' M"  I !  'H<  i  Hr'.u'ioH  ..V.  bn  .  •  • .  >f  i*-. 

■-  ■  1  auoq  oil  1  f ( 

•  l  if?  Oil  ur.  !■  "  18  9riJ  :  I...  o:  I?  3*  1  i  0.'  I  oT  'r 

IV.  oi  'Oil  lit!  i.1»  i  •'  ,•'■')  )fc I  til  -i!  '  10«  .1  I  ..•UH'iSlM 

,8  1  i.l  8  /:  ■■  .*  1‘: ' '[( til  h  •  .  <  -Hi  -  1  fllf  if  JSDlO  .»  A  Oil-  / 

,  I  1  Ti  .  ,1!  H  : 


0ut  of  the  v°yage  to  China,  well  named  famous  Stewart 

?r  isz  s,:  tsu&ss  i 


Page  36 


Chapter  VI 

MIDDLE  LIFE  and  CLOSING  YEARS 


The  drama  in  which  Stewart  Dean  was  playing  his  part 
as  he  entered  his  meridian  in  the  spring  of  1787,  was  chang¬ 
ing  from  one  of  tragedy  and  daring,  with  its  colorful  high 
lights  of  great  events,  to  the  less  striking  one  of  nation¬ 
building.  De  was  to  put  behind  him  the  tumults  and  hazards 
of  wartime  and  its  aftermath  and  devote  li is  maturing  years 
to  civic  duties  and  the  raising  of  a  growing  family  and  its 
support. 


His  home  city  was  still  inhabited  mainly  by  descendants 
of  the  Dutch,  whose  customs  and  national  prejudices,  though 
softening,  were  far  from  being  forgotten.  The  use  of  the 
English  language  was  increasing  and  promised  within  less 
than  a  half  century  to  supplant  the  Dutch,  then  to  become 
unknown  as  a  spoken  tongue.  The  rapidly  growing  popula¬ 
tion  was  second  only  to  that  of  the  city  of  New  York.  The 
dwellings,  numbering  some  six  hundred,  were  as  yet  in  large 
part  of  the  old  bespouted  Dutch  gothic  model,  principally  of 
one-and-a-half  story  gable-ended  brick;  but  they  were  in 
course  of  being  modernized  and  in  many  instances  were  even 
“elegant.”  The  families  of  means  lived  extremely  well;  the 
poor  often  lacked  necessities.  Cleanliness  as  of  old  reigned 
within  the  house,  but  without  the  streets  were  still  muddy 
except  where  paved.  Trade  was  looked  upon  as  “immense” 
and  sharply  on  the  up-grade,  served  as  it  was  by  a  numerous 
fleet  of  vessels  on  the  Hudson  navigating  to  and  from  New 
York.47-  64> 65 

It  was  to  his  home  in  this  bustling  place  that  Captain 
Dean  took  his  wife  of  English  descent  some  time  after  their 
marriage  in  October.  Here  awaited  him  his  daughter,  Maria, 
by  now  nine  years  of  age,  and  the  many  friends  and  neigh¬ 
bors  of  Dutch  descent  with  whom  he  had  cast  his  lot  before 
the  outbreak  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  With  him  lie  took 
pieces  of  costly  damask  silk  brought  from  Canton  on  order 
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of  chinaware  “to  order,”  for  those  who  could  afford  them 
and  ^  thought  pioper  to  indulge  in  such  luxuries.” 

The  exact  date  of  this  return  to  Albany  for  good  is 

h,  New  Yo'kp’f’  38  WaS  0,1  °Ct0ber  22>  1787>  that  a  move 
.  ?  Y  ,k  C‘ty  Was  nmde  by  himself  and  nine  others  of 
his  old  co-adventurers  to  repeat  their  previous  venture.  Esti¬ 
mates  were  made  of  the  possible  profits  of  the  enterprise 

to&T  n2*f’  “  bri*  °f  150  b*  employed,' 

to  £10529  should  the  Experiment  be  re-employed.  It  would 

appear  from  the  records  that  the  old  sloop  was  repurchased 

and  again  sold  at  auction  m  December.  There  is  nothin^  to 

indicate  that  anything  came  of  this  move,  and  so  U  is  tote 

inf ei led  that  Captain  Dean  was  ensconced  in  his  Albany 

residence  with  Ins  little  family  in  the  latter  part  of  1787  or 

eaily  part  o  1788.  There  is  evidence  of  this  in  the  birth 

thcie  ot  his  daughter,  Margaret,  on  September  7,  1788.67 

,  ■  ,Jt  '™S  but  natnral  that  Stewart  Dean  now  should  turn 
his  hand  to  river  navigation.  The  post  of  captain  of  a  Hud- 

son  River  passenger  sloop,  with  its  great  width  of  beam 
affording  excellent  accommodations,  was  one  of  dignity  and 
public  service.  In  the  words  of  Washington  Irving  at  a 
ater  day,  “they  [tile  captains]  were  the  means  of  communi¬ 
cation  between  separated  friends  and  families.  On  the  ar 

dTve  °T  th°™  at  eitber  Placo>  110  had  messages  to 
delivei  and  commissions  to  execute  which  took  him  from 

house  to  house  .  .  .  the  captains  of  Albany  sloops  were  per¬ 
sonages  of  more  note  m  the  community  than  captains  of 
J,,1.  0,!?an.  l,acliL‘is  °r  steamships  at  (he  present  day.”  The 
ooO-imle  journey  from  Albany  to  New  York  and  return  was 

fouredavndeiffaI01iable  C°ndltions’  in  but  little  more  than 
Lite/  -t  o-W.hlCl?  one-and-a-half  days  were  spent  in  the 
latter  city.  Sixty-six  hours  of  running  time,  at  an  average 

speed  ot  say  five  miles  per  hour,  was  a  remarkable  perform¬ 
ance  for  a  sailing  vessel  that  had  to  cope  with  swirling  eur- 
icnts,  head  winds  and  tides  in  narrow  channels.  With  a 
combination  of  these  adverse  conditions  in  days  of  stress  the 
round  trip  journey  would  take  nearly  twice  as  long  or  more 
Captain  Dean  had  close  family  ties  in  both  places,  having 
t  e  pionnse  of  lengthy  stay-overs;  there  were  more  reasons 
than  one  why  he  should  embark  on  this  peaceful  venture.31- 47 

IP  1'!la^ftl'|S|adial1/,-  C<""°  abont  is  boni  witness  to  in 
lcetoi  St.  John  de  Creveeoeur’s  famous  account  of  “An 
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Eighteenth  Century  Journey  through  Orange  County”  prior 
to  179010,  presumably  in  1789. #  In  it  we  are  told  of  the 
voyager’s  journey  “for  seventy-five  miles”  by  water  from 
New  York  to  New  Windsor  in  “a  beautiful  sloop  of  ninety 
tons,”  the  Experiment,  of  which  the  cabin  “of  unusual  size” 
was  “furnished  in  Chinese  style,  lighted  by  candles  from 
the  same  country,  each  one  enclosed  in  its  glass  bowl.”  New 
Windsor,  by  the  way,  situated  on  the  west  shore  of  the  Hud¬ 
son  near  Newburgh,  had  been  the  site  of  Washington’s  head¬ 
quarters  only  a  few  years  before  and  a  witness  of  many 
dramatic  happenings  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  re¬ 
ported  conversation  of  the  navigator  on  this  occasion,  Cap¬ 
tain  Dean,  betrayed  on  his  part  a  deep  knowledge  of  the 
history,  physical  attributes  and  scenic  charm  of  the  stately 
stream  expressed  in  language  enriched  by  classical  allusions 
and  a  sprightly  fancy  that  peopled  the  shores  and  mountains 
with  children  of  the  imagination.  The  traveler,  tod,  was  en¬ 
tertained  by  the  navigator’s  account  of  his  recent  voyage  to 
China  in  this  self-same  sloop,  and,  among  other  things,  by 
his  remark  that  “If  I  were  a  farmer  (and  I  navigate  only  to 
become  one  some  day).,  I  would  prefer  to  live  here  [the 
interior  of  the  mountain  valleys  neighboring  West  Point] 
rather  than  in  the  counties  of  Duchess  and  Columbia.” 
These  fertile  counties  bordering  the  river  banks  would  seem 
to  have  been  more  appealing  to  the  agriculturist,  though  less 
elevating  to  the  spirit,  than  the  rugged  regions  aspired  to  by 
the  Experiments  commander  destined  never  to  realize  his 
dream. 

About  this  time,  or  a  little  before,  Captain  Dean  became 
the  father  of  the  first  child  by  his  second  marriage,  Margaret, 
on  September  7,  1788,  and  of  his  son,  Abraham,  on  August 
30,  1790. 4S- B5- 07  Ilis  household,  as  shown  in  the  First  Census 
of  the  United  States,  1790,  consisted  of  himself  and  wife  and 
three  others — presumably  his  daughters,  Maria  and  Mar¬ 
garet,  and  his  son,  Abraham.74 

The  household,  too,  included  three  slaves,  as  had  been 
the  custom  with  both  the  Dutch  and  English  from  earliest 
times.  In  every  state  of  the  Union,  excepting  Vermont  and 

♦This  presumption  is  bused  on  the  recorded  transfer  of  ownership  of 
the  Experiment  to  another  owner,  Elias  Nexson,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  William  Nexson,  on  or  before  October  10,  1789.-*  The  new  owner 
had  been  one  of  the  subscribers  to  the  Canton  venture,  of  which  mention 
has  been  made. 
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Massachusetts  and  the  district  of  Maine,  slavery  was  in 
vogue,  though  increasingly  abhorrent  to  those  whose  en 
lusiasm  for  liberty  had  been  quickened  by  the  Revolution 
In  Albany,  where  the  lives  of  the  slaves  wore  spent  as  serv 
ants  ill  the  homes  and  rarely  if  ever  in  the  fields  their  lot 
under  the  circumstances  was  said  to  be  a  happy  one  By 

anrUl  e  rVeir’  an/“ancipation  aet  was  Passed  in  New  York 

sus  <n-adu;!  lied  °  S  V/  m  tllat  stato’  accordir'S'  to  the  Cen- 
•irnl  H  en  t  dropped  from  21,193  in  1790  to  10,088  in  1820 
and  then  to  a  mere  4  in  the  last  year  of  reported  holdings 

of  Ids  tiniest f  7?0an’  111  °Wning  llis’  was  f°Howing  the  custom 

whom  Canbdn'n?  nlnke  "°tc  of  tlle  »*"'“  of  those  to 
w  l^  -  bi  1  )can  vvas  a  neishbor  in  Albany’s  “Third 

cTated  n  waredyCar  T’  With  he  ^  boon  as"o 

h7trnl  andas  co-adventurers  in  the  opening  of 

tea  tiade  with  China.  Among  them  were  Gerrit  Groesbeck 

L tin  t'of  Cant'10"1  A,r,,hl’m  T°“  B™eck’  wll0su  residence 
c  th.it  of  Captain  Dean  was  on  Arbor  Hill, =2  Dr  Samuel 

To„‘rrT  ^nUV  <?at“SCV100rt>,  Jl!"r>  Abraham  Yates,  w| 

1  ai  *  Vcelitcn,  Jacob  \  an  Duson  (Van  Douson) 
and  Abraham  Eights."  It  was  in  this  year  that  St^ri 

North  Markefstm01tlt/1  "Vi  f°m'  otllers  1,1  th«  mapping  of 
(Columbia  stress  ("°W  Hr0ad"'a>')  ^woon  Steuben  and 

Pl  •  OI  H'°  details  of  Captain  Dean’s  several  voyages  to 
11  "'l«lU’.l  to  have  ben,  several  subsequent  I  I  o 

-t  Imown  In  fame-  .here  is  little  of  public  rlird  it 

period  Three  of  hh  V7  TA  l>1,'Ce  du,  i"S  the  1790’s,  in  which 
on  June  2  1794  da“Sllte!'s  were  born,  Jane  in  1793,  Sarah 
June  2,  1794,  and  Eliza  m  1790.  According  to  familv  tr-i 

dition  ho  was  accompanied  on  one  of  these  voya-es  iVhis 

dllW  The':  °TS?VOnifUrr  oM>  'vldch  wouW  make  its 
a  '4-oat  liltin.r  p,  Tl  L"5’  lll,lt  *I°wqua  on  (Ins  occasion  took 

lines  o  ;  he  wa  Li  ?  m'r  J  .  ‘m  i,lto  tllu  forbidde„  con- 
1  les  01  the  walled  city  ot  Canton,  and  returned  him  to  his 

l  ov  r v  int  T"  Ghhl0SU  °Ullit  «"d  accompanied  by  a 

death  ,V  ’  U>  W"l°VCr  wi(I'  llis  '"aster  until  the  latter’s 
d  sea  long  alter  when  a  captain  in  his  thirty  ti  si 
war.  In  corroboration  of  this  account  we  have  U10  to,U 
,  7  'I  1  ''’lessor  James  (!.  Watson,  who  was  sent  to  China 
u"der  the  auspices  of  the  U.  S.  Gov’er . ent  to  otorvo  tlio 
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transit  of  Venus.  On  his  return  in  1875  he  told  of  a  por¬ 
trait  of  an  American,  with  a  boy  standing  beside  him,  which 
he  had  seen  hanging  on  the  wall  of  the  reception  room  of  the 
Howqua  home  surrounded  by  portraits  of  the  ancestors  of 
that  renowned  family.  It  has  been  believed  in  the  Dean  fam¬ 
ily  that  this  was  a  portrait  of  Stewart  and  his  son,  Abraham, 
that  had  been  exchanged  for  the  one  of  Howqua  of  which 
mention  has  been  made  in  a  previous  chapter.  In  any  event 
history  says  that  Captain  Dean  made  several  voyages  to 
China,  during  which  Howqua ’s  favorable  opinion  had  so 
grown  as  to  accustom  him  to  sending  “over  a  chest  of  black 
tea  occasionally  for  the  captain,  long  after  the  latter  had 
discontinued  his  voyages.”47 

The  opening  of  the  nineteenth  century  brought  in  its 
train  several  momentous  events  in  the  life  of  Captain  Dean. 
To  him  was  born  his  son,  Stewart,  on  April  20,  1800. 63  Just 
before  this  his  daughter,  Maria  (Mary),  had  been  married 
to  Hermanus  Philip  Schuyler,  and  their  daughter,  Mary  Ann 
(Marianna),  Captain  Dean’s  first  grandchild,  was  born  on 
July  27,  1800.  The  son-in-law  was  of  a  notable  family  in  the 
community.26, 48, 59  His  father  was  a  second  cousin  of  the 
famous  General  Philip  Schuyler  and  he  a  third  cousin  of 
the  latter’s  daughters,  who  were  the  wives  of  Alexander 
Hamilton  and  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer.  Hermanus  was  to 
make  his  mark,  as  he  became  sheriff  of  Albany  County  in 
180  0  47  and  chamberlain  of  the  city  of  Albany  for  many 
years;26  also  a  member  of  the  city’s  common  council,  as  was 
Captain  Dean  in  1805. 66 


As  the  years  went  on  it  is  to  family  events  that  the  re¬ 
corder  may  look  for  outstanding  experiences  in  Captain 
Dean’s  long  life.  On  November  3,  1802,  his  son,  William, 
was  born  to  him,  then  Henry  on  April  6,  1806,  who  died 
young,  and  Henry  George  on  December  15,  1807. 63  Sorrow 
brought  by  death  came  to  him  in  the  loss  of  his  wife’s 
mother,  Margaret  (Todd)  Whetten,  on  April  21,  1809,  whose 
devotion  to  the  patriots’  cause  in  New  York  City,  emanating 
from  her  home  known  as  “Rebel  Headquarters”  during  the 
Revolutionary  War,  had  thrice  won  for  her  the  thanks  of 
Washington;21,67  then  of  his  eldest  daughter,  Mary  (Maria) 
Schuyler,  on  December  28,  1810  ;48  and  again  of  his  sons, 
Abraham,  a  sea  captain,  and  Henry  George  circa  1821,  the 
former  while  homeward  bound  from  China  on  the  brig  Kn- 
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terprise  and  the  latter  while  with  his  brother  abroad.67  The 
marriages  of  his  remaining  daughters  came  in  their  turn— 

5’  \814,  t0  Koderick  Sedgwick  of  the  cele- 
brated  Stockbridge  Massachusetts,  family;  Jane  Ann  to 

Erastus  Claik,  a  leading  merchant  of  Lima,  New  York- 

Eliza  on  August  22,  1818,  to  Francis  Bushnell  Fitch  a  de- 

tTeTs  of  N  iTn  ^  Wb°  Was  0116  °f  the  set- 

on"  °f  Norwalk  Connecticut;  and  Sarah  on  September  17, 

,  ’  *?  L°d°w‘ek  Champlin  Fitch,  believed  to  have  been  a 

descended  of  the  Reverend  James  Fitch,  first  minister  of 

Norwich  Connecticut,  and  a  brother  of  Thomas  of  Norwalk.67 

wo  of  his  sons  also  became  married,  William  to  Eliza  Hand 

ot  New  Lebanon,  New  York,  and  Stewart  to  Isabelle— of 

Eden  ton.  North  Carolina.67  It  was  on  October  13,  1822  that 

his  son-in-law,  Hermanus  Schuyler,  passed  away.26- 48  ’  The 

V,  ,home  cu'?le  ,was  fast  narrowing,  though  many  grand- 
cln  dren,  numbering  thirty-one  in  all,  were  added  one  by  one 
to  the  firesides  of  Ins  children.  It  would  appear  that  he  gave 
up  his  Albany  home  to  live  elsewhere  with  his  children  some 
time  after  the  opening  of  the  century’s  third  decade. 

end  Deail  S  !la-ys,  of  action  1I0W  were  drawing  to  an 

d.  As  lie  approached  lus  seventy-ninth  year,  in  18’>G  his 

so..-..i-h.w  s  cousin  Catharine  M.  Sedgwick,  the  author  of 
hulwood,  wrote  of  him  as  “surrounded  by  his  grandchildren 
counti.ng  'l18  lnmlment  dangers  and  hair  breadth  ’scapes  to 
a  favorite  boy  while  the  nimble  fingers  of  rosy-cheeked 
•right-eyed  little  girls  were  employed  in  making  sails  for  a’ 
""mature  ship  which  the  old  man  lmd  just  completed.”  Her 
prayer  was  that  “(Jod  grant  gentle  breezes  and  a  clear  sky 

rue  af tolS  °f  life'”  This  was  to  come 

New  Vn  l  ■  "A  the-  Company  of  llis  children  in  Lima, 

AimusJ  4  i  ^RV1”-  «CltT  °f  NCW  Y°l  k’  where  he  died  o» 
u„ust  4,  1836,  in  the  home  of  his  son-in-law,  Roderick 

8  edgwick,  at  9  Lispenard  Street  in  his  89th  year.8- 26- 47- 48 
His  remains  were  laid  away  in  the  Devoe  and  Marvin  under- 
grouml  vault  n,  the  ancient  New  York  Marble  Cemetery  situ¬ 
ated  m  the  rear  of  the  lofty  buildings  at  the  northwest  cor- 
ner  of  2nd  Avenue  and  2nd  Street  in  lower  Manhattan.  On 
tlie  high  brick  wall  that  surrounds  this  smooth  sheltered 
gieen,  unmarred  by  monuments,  is  a  commemorative  bronze 

Advertiser  Zi  Vor,  Coma.ereia, 

gave  it  in  error  as  August  5.  K  1  5’  1836 -  the  Albany  press 
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tablet  that  bears  this  legend**: 

In  Memory  of 
STEWART  DEAN 
of 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

Born  in  Somerset  Comity,  Maryland 
July  4,  1748 
Died  in  New  York  Citv 
August  5,***  1836 

Commander  of  the  privateers  Beaver  and 
Nimrod  and  Commissioner  for  Conspiracies 
of  the  State  of  New  York  during  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War,  and  Captain  of  the  sloop 
Experiment,  early  engaged  in  the  opening 
of  commerce  with  China  from  1785  to  1787 

(Vault  No.  63) 

Captain  Stewart  Dean  had  thus  made  his  mark  on  the 
sands  of  time  and  left  to  those  of  his  blood  who  were  to 
follow  him  a  heritage  of  duty  well  done.  In  their  passing 
on  of  his  name  .from  generation  to  generation  in  one  form 
or  another,  his  fame  as  a  man  of  honor  and  accomplishment 
is  kept  bright  and  a  spur  to  high  endeavor. 

Margaret  Whettcn,  the  wife  of  Stewart  Dean  for  nearly 
fifty  years,  survived  him  until  December  21,  1851,  when  at 
the  ripe  age  of  61  she  died  in  the  arms  of  her  children  in 
Lima,  New  York,  where  her  ashes  lie.07  At  least  two  of 
their  grandchildren,  whose  existence  began  in  the  1820’s  and 
ended  a  century  or  more  later  in  the  1020’s,  were  living  links 
between  those  who  flourished  during  and  after  the  French 
and  Indian  War  while  our  free  institutions  were  in  the  mak¬ 
ing,  and  those  who  now  strive  that  the  work  of  the  nation’s 
founders,  amended  and  improved  as  befit  the  times,  “shall 
not  perish  from  the  earth.”  That  success  may  crown  such 
efforts  is  the  earnest  prayer  of  the  writer  of  this  memoir,  a 
descendant  of  Stewart  Dean. 

**Adjoining  this  tablet  is  another  inscribed  thus:  “In  Memory  of 
ELIZA  WIIETTEN  FITCH,  Daughter  of  Captain  Dean  and  Margaret 
Whetten,  his  wife,  and  Wife  of  Francis  Bushnell  Fitch.  Born  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  in  1796,  Died  in  New  York  City  March  18,  1838.”  The  ashes  of 
both  father  and  daughter  rest  side  by  side,  these  tablets  in  their  memory 
having  been  placed  in  March,  1916,  by  one  of  their  descendants,  the 
author,  who  for  many  years  continued  to  be  one  of  the  cemetery’s  trustees. 

*** Correct  date  was  August  4,  1836;  see  footnotes,  pages  2  and  42. 
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GENEALOGY 


INDEX 

Stewart  and  Margaret  (Whetten)  Dean  and  their  12  children,  6 
leaving  no  descendants  (Index) . 

Mary  (Dean)  Schuyler  and  her  Schuyler,  Vredenburgh,  Gallup, 
Joslin  descendants  . 

Margaret  (Dean)  Sedgwick  and  her  Sedgwick,  Heine,  Berend, 
Hanfstaengl,  Norton  descendants . 

Jane  Ann  (Dean)  Clark  and  her  6  children  (Index) . 
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Henry  Dean  Clark  and  his  Clark,  Cordley,  Wright 
descendants . 


Jane  Ann 
(Dean) 

Children 


Frances  Whetten  (Clark)  Miller  and  her  Miller  de¬ 
scendants  . 

Erastus  Clark,  Jr.,  and  his  Clark  descendants . 

Jane  Eliza  (Clark)  Draper  and  her  Draper,  Nutt  de¬ 
scendants  . 


Margaret  Stuart  (Clark)  Miller  and  her  Miller,  Thorne, 
Thompson,  Dougherty  descendants . 

Edgar  Kierulff  Clark . 
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Sarah  (Dean)  Fitch  and  her  Fitch,  Crofoot,  Adams,  Morris,  Wil¬ 
liams,  Evans  descendants .  60 

Eliza  (Dean)  Fitch  and  her  6  children  (Index) .  61 


Charlotte  (Fitch)  Hume  and  her  Hume,  Weed,  Rorke, 
Andrews  descendants  . 


Eliza 

(Dean) 

Fitch 

Children 


Margaret  (Fitch)  Woodcock  and  her  Woodcock,  Wil- 
gus  descendants  . 

Francis  Fitch  and  his  Fitch,  Andrews,  Johnson,  White, 
Toms,  Price  descendants . 

Eliza  (Fitch)  Clark . 
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Sarah  (Fitch)  Waterbury  and  her  Waterbury  de¬ 
scendants  . 

William  Whetten  Dean  and  his  descendants . 

Genealogical  Addenda  . 
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NOTE 

Data  given  is  incomplete  and  in  some  instances  of  doubtful  authen¬ 
ticity.  It  is  hoped  that  in  time  the  missing  information  will  be  supplied 
and  possible  errors  brought  to  light. 
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MARY  (DEAN)  SCHUYLER  AND  HER  SCHUYLER,  VREDENBURGH,  GALLUP,  JOSLIN  DESCENDANTS 
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Authority:  Bibliographical  references  15,  26,  47,  48,  55,  59,  63  and  E.  Dixon 
Williams,  whose  mother,  Elizabeth  Clark  (Fitch)  Williams,  is  said  to  have 
gleaned  the  information  from  a  magazine  in  1876. 
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MARGARET  (DEAN)  SEDGWICK  AND  HER  SEDGWICK,  HEINE,  BEREND,  HANFSTAENGL,  NORTON  DESCENDANTS 


SECOND  GENERATION 


THIRD  GENERATION 


FOURTH  GENERATION 


FIFTH  GENERATION 


Margaret  Stuart  Dean 
B.  Albany,  N.  Y„  Sept.  7,  1788; 
D.  N.  Y.  City,  Mar.  13,  1850. 

Married  May  5,  1814,  to 
Roderick  Sedgwick 
B.  Cornwall,  Conn..  Jan.  26,  1785; 
D.  N.  Y.  City,  Jan.  4,  1864. 


Margaret  Stuart  Sedgwick 
B.  Albany,  N.  Y..  Mar.  5,  1815; 

D.  Saliobury.  Bonn.,  -eH-SOO. 

B^y  BrttXAfrj'Mr  >=06.27,  >89\ 

Sarah  Sedgwick 

B.  At  Albany,  N.  Y„  July  13,  1817; 
D.  Salisbury.  Conn.,  Nov.  20.  1907. 


Mary  Schuyler  Sedgwick 
B.  Albany,  N.  Y.,  July  13,  1819; 

D.  Salisbury,  Conn.,  Apr.  12,  1912. 

Roderick  Seds/wick,  Jr. 

B.  Albany,  N.  Y„  Jan.  14,  1822; 

D.  Indianapolis,  Ind..  Dec.  30,  1873. 

Married  Apr.  18.  1858,  to 
Sarah  Justina  Ritch 
B.  Milltown.  N.  Y„  Oct.  18.  1824; 

D 

Katharine  Whetten  (Watson?)  Sedgwick 
B.  Mar.  24,  1824; 

D  Berlin,  Germany,  Nov.  22,  1859. 

Married  Oct.  9,  1S58,  to 
Wilheem  Heine 
B. 

D. 

Elizabeth  Sedgwick 

B.  N.  Y.  City,  Feb.  6,  1826: 

D.  Paris,  France,  Apr.  11,  1866. 

Married  Oct.  9,  1854  (or  Apr.  12)  to 
Berman  Berend 
B. 

D. 

John  Sedgwick 

B.  N.  Y.  City,  June  2,  1829; 

D.  Norfolk,  Conn..  Sept.  11,  1897. 

Married  to 

Harriet  S.  Hunter  (Mrs.  Gray) 

B. 

D. 

George  Henry  Sedgwick 
B.  N.  Y.  City.  Jan.  31,  1832; 

D.  Shortly  after  Battle  of  Antietam,  where  wounded. 


Margaret  Stuart  Sedgwick 
B.  N.  Y.  City,  Apr.  25,  1859; 

D.  Iowa  City.  Iowa,  Feb.  22,  1940. 

Married  to 

Henry  W.  Norton 
B.  Jan.  29,  1837; 

D. 


Katharine  Wilhelmina  Heine 

B.  Nov.  8,  1859;  living  probably  in  Germany; 

D. 

Married  in  Germany  to 
Edgar  Hanfstaengl  of  Munich,  Bavaria 
B. 

D. 


IMargaret  Sedgwick  Norton*  (1895- 
Frances  Close  Norton  (1897-  ) 


Edgar  Hanfstaengl  (1883-  ) 

Ejon  Hanfstaengl  (1884-1915) 

Erna  Hanfstaengl  (1885-  ) 

Ernst  Frantz  (Sedgwick)  Hanfstaengl  (1887- 
Erwine  Hanfstaengl  (1888-1914) 


William  Berman  Berend 
Roderick  Sedgwick  Berend 
Isabella  Berend 
Edward  Berend 
Margaret  Stuart  Berend 


IJohn  Hunter  Sedgwick 
Harriet  Hunter  Sedgwick 
Rachel  Hunter  Sedgwick 


All  residing 
in 

Paris,  France 


*Mrs.  Emory  Wilson  Lane 


Authorities:  Bibliographical  references  15,  30,  48,  55,  67, 
and  Hubert  M.  Sedgwick,  E.  Dixon  Williams  and  Mrs. 
Layson  Enslow  Atkins. 


JANE  ANN  (DEAN)  CLARK  AND  HER  SIX  CHILDREN 


SECOND  GENERATION 


THIRD  GENERATION 

See 

Page 

Henry  Dean  Clark  (1822-1862),  m.  Nancy 

Elizabeth  Jones  .  54 


Jane  Ann  Dean 
B.  Albany,  N.  Y.,  1793; 

D.  Lima,  N.  Y.,  July  29,  1852. 

Married  to 

Erastus  Clark 

Son  of  Asa  and  Jemima  Clark 
B.  Feb.  10,  1792; 

D.  Lima,  N.  Y.,  July  29,  1852. 


Frances  Whetten  Clark  (1823  or  1824-1918), 
m.  Anthony  Gale  Miller . 

Erastus  Clark,  Jr.  (1825-1911) 
m.  (1)  Eliza  Jane  Fitch 

(2)  Elizabeth  Gates  Hazen . 

Jane  Eliza  Clark  (1827-  ),  m.  John  C. 

Draper  . 


55 


56 

57 


Margaret  Stuart  Clark  (1829-  ),  m.  Wm. 

Henry  Stothoff  Miller .  58 

Edgar  Kierulff  Clark  (J.an.  3,  1836-  ) -  59 


Authorities:  Bibliographical  references  15,  30,  67,  73  and 
Walter  Hazen  Clark,  E.  Dixon  Williams,  Henry  Fitch 
Clark,  Mrs.  Layson  Enslow  Atkins  and  Who’s  Who  in 
America,  1930-31,  page  518,  and  1932-33,  page  527. 
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HENRY  DEAN  CLARK  AND  HIS  CLARK,  CORDLEY,  WRIGHT  DESCENDANTS 
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EDGAR  KIERULFF  CLARK  AND  HIS  CLARK 

DESCENDANTS 

THIRD  GENERATION  FOURTH  GENERATION  FIFTH  GENERATION 


Edgar  Kierulff  Clark 
Jan.  3,  1836; 

Married  to 


Hugo  69 


(  / , i . 


i‘  .  •  it  kJ  ■  '  n 


y '!  ■  j i  i  <  ar  rr 


:?  1  tsuuli 

<  abi  ;T 

a 


V 


SECONE 


SARAfS,  MORRIS,  WILLIAMS,  EVANS  DESCENDANTS 


1823; 

1836. 


FOURTH  GENERATION 
Stewart  Crofoot 

B.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Dec.  30,  1850; 
D.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Feb.  25,  1853. 


FIFTH  GENERATION 


1825; 

50. 


1827; 


Charles  M.  Crofoot 

B.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Jan.  12,  1853; 

D.  Rochester,  Minn.,  May  14,  1929. 

Margaret  Stuart  Crofoot 
B.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Nov.  22,  1854; 

D.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Dec.  15,  1889. 

Married  Sept.  12,  1882,  to  'Margaret  Stuart  Beryl  Evans*  (188b 

William  James  Evans 

B.  Port  Nelson,  Ont.,  Canada,  Aug.  31,  1852; 

D.  N.  Y.  City,  Aug.  30,  1913  (Dobbs  Ferry, 

N.  Y.,  July  23,  1913?). 


1828; 


Sarah  S' 
B.  Alba 
D.  Pont 

(1) 


Lodowicl 
B.  Lym 
D.  Wes 


1831; 


(2) 

N.  Y.,  in 


1833; 

1838. 


1836; 


’-4; 

il. 


(Sarah 


Authoritj 
Lodowic  . 


Louis  Whetten  Crofoot 
B.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  1857; 

D.  Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  Sept.  21,  1934. 

Married  Oct.  12,  1884,  to 
Carrie  Evalyn  Kerr 
B. 

D.  Oct.  31,  1935. 

Mary  Fitch  Crofoot 

B.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Dec.  22,  1858; 

D.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Apr.  4,  1925. 

Lodowick  Fitch  Crofoot 
B.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Oct.  9,  1865; 

D. 

Married  June  25,  1896,  to 
Mary  Nash 
B.  Apr.  25,  1875; 

D. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Crofoot 

B.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Sept.  30,  1867; 

D. 


(Margaret  S.  Crofoot**  (1885-  ) 

^Carrie  M.  Crofoot  (1888-  ) 


Edward  Brooks  Crofoot  (1897-  ) 

Virginia  Crofoot***  (1900-  ) 

Lodowick  Fitch  Crofoot,  Jr.  (1902- 
David  N.  Crofoot  (1908-  ) 

|Michael  Crofoot  (1911-  ) 


Amos  Denison  Williams,  Jr. 

B.  N.  Y.  City,  Nov.  21.  1870; 

D-  iStewart  Dean  Williams  (1897-  ) 

Married  Oct.  20.  1895,  to  jHerold  Vernon  Williams  (1900-1920) 

Gertrude  Beach 

B.  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Apr.  11,  1876; 

D.  Maplewood,  N.  J.,  Jan.  6,  1928. 


E.  (phraim)  Dixon  Williams 

B.  So.  Orange,  N.  J.,  Apr.  12,  1872; 

D. 

(1)  Married  Oct.  12,  1898.  to 
Mabel  Louise  Clarke 

B.  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  Mar.  11,  1876; 
D.  Nutley,  N.  J'.,  Dec.  23,  1922. 

(2)  Married  Sept.  22,  1926,  to 
Violet  Edith  Smith 

B.  Montreal,  Que.,  Nov.  5,  1890; 

D. 


By 

1st 

Marriage 


Kathryn  S.  Williams  (1899-  ) 

(Elizabeth  Dixon  Williams  (1903- 
|Ephraim  Dixon  Williams,  Jr.  (1905- 


*Mrs.  Mason  Wilbur  Gray 
**Mrs.  Eugene  Bernard 
***Mrs.  Orville  M.  Hewitt 

I 

I 
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SARAH  (DEAN)  FITCII  AND  HER  FITCH,  CROFOOT,  ADAMS,  MORRIS,  WILLIAMS,  EVANS  DESCENDANTS 


SECOND  GENERATION 


Sarah  Stewart  Dean 
B.  Albany.  N.  Y.,  June  2,  1794; 

D.  Pontiac.  Mich.,  Oct.  4,  1878. 

(1)  Married  Sept.  17,  1822,  to 
Lodowick  Champlin  Fitch 

E.  Lyme,  Conn..  Feb.  9,  1788; 

D.  West  Bloomfield,  N.  Y.,  Mar.  or  Apr..  1854. 

(2)  Married  Ralph  Hunt  of  Brooklyn, 

N.  Y.,  in  Oct.  or  Nov.,  1858,  without  issue. 


THIRD  GENERATION 


Margaret  Anne  Fitch 

B.  W.  Bloomfield,  N.  Y.,  July  19,  1823; 

D.  W.  Bloomfield,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  14,  1836. 


Stewart  Dean  Fitch 

B.  W.  Bloomfield.  N.  Y„  June  6,  1825; 
D.  Cassopolis.  Mich.,  Sept.  26.  1850. 


Lodowick  Champlin  Fitch.  J'r. 

B.  W.  Bloomfield,  N.  Y„  Jan.  2,  1827; 
D.  Lewiston.  Idaho.  Sept.  22,  1864. 


Ann  Eliza  Fitch 

B.  W.  Bloomfield.  N.  Y„  Oct.  28,  1828; 
D.  Pontiac.  Mich..  Feb.  13.  1910. 

Married  Oct.  29,  1849.  to 
Michael  E.  Crofoot 
B.  Florida.  N.  Y„  Mar.  14.  1822; 

D.  Pontiac,  Mich..  May  11,  1884. 


Mary  Jane  Fitch 

B.  W.  Bloomfield.  N.  Y.,  Feb.  28,  1831; 
D.  N.  \T.  City,  Apr.  7.  1902. 

(1)  Married  Oct.  23.  1854,  to 
Abraham  Adams 

B. 

D. 

(2)  Married  to 

Joseph  H.  Morris 

B. 

D.  Monterey,  Mexico,  about  1900. 


Isabella  Fitch 

B.  W.  Bloomfield,  N.  Y„  Dec.  19.  1833; 
D.  W.  Bloomfield,  N.  Y.,  Apr.  27,  1838. 


Elizabeth  Clark  Fitch 

B.  W.  Bloomfield,  N.  Y..  July  9,  1836; 

D.  Miami,  Fla.,  Jan.  22,  1915. 

Married  Dec.  24,  I860,  to 
Amos  Denison  Williams 
B.  Stouington,  Conn.,  June  30,  1834; 

D.  Stonineton,  Conn.,  Feb.  28,  1891. 


(Sarah  Stewart  Dean  was  the  second  wife  of  Lodowick 
Champlin  Fitch) 


Authorities:  Bibliographical  references  15,  30,  and 
Lodowick  Fitch  Crofoot  and  E.  Dixon  Williams. 


P,  (o° 


FOURTH  GENERATION 


Stewart  Crofoot 

B.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Dec.  30,  1850; 
D.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Feb.  25,  1853. 


Charles  M.  Crofoot 

B.  Pontiac,  Mich..  Jan.  12,  1853; 

D.  Rochester,  Minn.,  May  14,  1929. 


Margaret  Stuart  Crofoot 
B.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Nov.  22,  1854; 

D.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Dec.  15,  1889. 

Married  Sept.  12,  1882,  to 
William  James  Evans 

B.  Port  Nelson,  Ont.,  Canada.  Aug.  31.  1852; 
D.  N.  Y.  City,  Aug.  30,  1913  (Dobbs  Ferry, 

N.  Y.,  July  23,  1913?). 


Louis  Whetten  Crofoot 
B.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  1857; 

D.  Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  Sept.  21.  1934. 

Married  Oct.  12,  1884,  to 
Carrie  Evalyn  Kerr 
B. 

D.  Oct.  31,  1935. 


Mary’  Fitch  Crofoot 

B.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Dec.  22,  1858; 

D.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Apr.  4,  1925. 


Lodowick  Fitch  Crofoot 

B.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Oct.  9.  1865; 

D. 

Married  June  25,  1896,  to 
Mary  Nash 
B.  Apr.  25,  1875; 

D. 


Sarah  Elizabeth  Crofoot 

B.  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Sept.  30,  1867; 

D. 


Amos  Denison  Williams,  Jr. 

B.  N.  City,  Nov.  21.  1870; 

D. 

Married  Oct.  20,  1895,  to 
Gertrude  Beach 

B.  Syracuse,  N.  Y7.,  Apr.  11,  1876; 
D.  Maplewood.  N.  J.,  Jan.  6,  1928. 


E.  (phraim)  Dixon  Williams 
Jb.  So.  Orange,  N.  J.,  Apr.  12,  1872; 
D. 

(1)  Married  Oct.  12,  1898.  to 
Mabel  Louise  Clarke 

B.  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  Mar.  11,  1876; 
D.  Nutley,  N.  J-.,  Dec.  23,  1922. 

(2)  Married  Sept.  22,  1926,  to 
Violet  Edith  Smith 

B.  Montreal,  Que.,  Nov.  5,  1890; 

D. 


FIFTH  GENERATION 


l-Margaret  Stuart  Beryl  Evans*  (188r 


IMargaret  S.  Crofoot**  (1885-  ) 

iCarrie  M.  Crofoot  (1888-  ) 


Edward  Brooks  Crofoot  (1897-  ) 

Virginia  Crofoot***  (1900-  ) 

Lodowick  Fitch  Crofoot,  Jr  (1902- 
David  N  Crofoot  (1908-  ) 

Michael  Crofoot  (1911-  ) 


iStcwart  Dean  Williams  (1897-  ) 

IHerold  Vernon  Williams  (1900-1920) 


By 

1st 

Marriage 


Kathryn  S.  Williams  (1899-  ) 

lElizabeth  Dixon  Williams  (1903- 
iEphraim  Dixon  Williams,  Jr.  (1905- 


*Mrs.  Mason  Wilbur  Gray 
**Mrs.  Eugene  Bernard 
***Mrs.  Orville  M.  Hewitt 
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ELIZA  (DEAN)  FITCH  AND  HER  SIX  CHILDREN 


0 


Eliza  Whetten  Dean 
B.  Albany,  N.  Y.,  1796; 

D.  N.  Y.  City,  Mar.  18,  1838. 

Married  Aug.  22,  1818,  to 
Francis  Bushnell  Fitch 
B.  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  Dec.  30, 1793; 
D.  Ridgewood,  N.  J.,  Apr.  5,  1872. 


Charlotte  Selleck  Fitch  (1819-  ) 

m.  Gilbert  Langdon  Hume . 

Margaret  Whetten  Fitch  (1821-1923) 
m.  Frederick  Woodcock . 

Eliza  Fitch  (July  2,  1824 — Mar.  4,  1826) 

Francis  Stuart  Fitch  (1826-1926) 
m.  (1)  Eleanor  Faulkner 

(2)  Esther  Lisette  Oliver . 

Eliza  Jane  Fitch  (1828-1863) 

m.  Erastus  Clark,  Jr . 


See 

Page 

62 

63 


64 


53 


Sai;ah  Abigail  Fitch  (1830-1901) 

m.  Fiank  Waterbury .  65 


Note:  Francis  Bushnell  Fitch  married  (2)  Catharine 
Riley,  Nov.  16,  1839,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil¬ 
dren  who  left  no  descendants  and  who  were  not 
descended  from  Stewart  Dean. 


Authorities:  Bibliographical  references  15, 

25,  67,  and  Mrs.  William  T.  (Fitch)  Andrews. 
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SARAH  (FITCH)  WATERBURY  AND  HER  WATERBURY 

DESCENDANTS 
(Missing  Data  Unobtainable) 


THIRD  GENERATION 


FOURTH  GENERATION 


0 


Sarah  Abigail  Fitch 
B.  July  13,  1830; 

D.  Buffalo,  N.  Y„  Sept.  6, 1901. 

Married  to 

Frank  Waterbury 
B. 

D. 


Frank  Waterbury 
B. 

D. 

Married  to 

B. 

D. 


Henry  Waterbury 
B. 

D. 

Married  to 

B. 

D. 


Authorities:  Bibliographical  reference  25  and  Mrs. 

William  T.  Andrews. 


FIFTH  GENERATION 


|Louis  Waterbury  (  -  ) 


Henry  Waterbury  (  -  ) 

Amy  Waterbury  (  -  ) 
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GENEALOGICAL  ADDENDA 

(Amplifications  of  fifth  generation  and  addition  of  its 

successors) 
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CHRONOLOGICAL  INDEX 


Dates 

of  Events  in 
Stewart  Dean’s 

Career  Events  Pages 

1748 — July  4:  Born  in  Somerset  County,  Maryland .  2,50 

1755 — Cried  as  a  child  of  seven  to  serve  with  Braddock .  7 

1766— March:  Apprenticed  in  seamanship  in  Maryland .  5 

9 

1769 — Commander  of  a  vessel .  7 

Between 

1769  and  1773 — Removed  to  Albany,  New  York,  thenceforth  to 

be  his  home  for  upwards  of  50  years .  7,8 

1773 — May  12:  Licensed  to  marry  Pietertze  Bratt,  daughter  of 

Anthony  Egbertse  Bratt  and  Marie  Van  Alstyne,  his  wife.  .  9,50 

1775 —  March  2:  Applied  to  city  of  Albany  for  deeds  to  prop¬ 
erty  on  Water  Street .  12 

1 776 —  January  12  or  15:  Served  as  volunteer  in  an  expedition 

up  the  Mohawk  against  the.  British  at  Johnstown .  12 

June  29:  Commissioned  commander  of  the  privateer 
Beaver  and  sailed  thereon  from  New  York  to  New  London, 

Conn . 1 2,  1 7,  18 

July  7  or  8:  Continued  thence  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  with 

news  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence .  18 

July  9-22:  Cruised  thence  in  company  with  the  privateer 
Enterprise,  Commander  Dwight,  and  together  captured 
four  British  merchantmen,  of  which  one  was  the  Earl  of 
Errol  .  18 

Mid-September:  Arrived  at  St.  Martin’s  in  the  West 

Indies  .  18,  19 

October:  Returned  to  New  Port,  R.  L,  and  thence  to 

New  York  .  19 


Page  71 


•  jit)  ■) 

.  •  . .  f  '  V  '  lo  1  .JSTiU  >  f 

ac>-' .  .J 

UJ.C  fii«  J  oY  w  !  •!  ,j  >•  •  fln  >  -V  f>  3  * 

o  -i  i  to  yji.)  of  *  44/i  ;i  rL.  1  d^f 

.  . .  }  ■ ''  nc  '{tr* 

•  J  ‘ 1  »  t  I  Svi  .  r  S  ..  J  v:  :  n  c\\ l 

<»  '■  •  <•  il 

-ii>  • . *q  '-'i»  ■  ite  ' '  ai  •  -o 


ivo  'i  ■  .  Ti  io  ’C  j- 

lt  -i  {.  m;  -o-.  i  -s.  ji  «  )  v  :  ; 

ni  aiJieM  bsvniA 

- 


CHRONOLOGICAL  INDEX— Continued 

Dates 

of  Events  in 
Stewart  Dean’s 

Career  Events  Pages 

1777 —  May  29:  Appointed  member  of  a  committee  to  seize  a 

Tory  vessel  fittings .  12,  13 

July  or  August:  Served  as  a  volunteer  against  the  British 

and  Indians  up  the  Mohawk..' .  13 

1778 —  January  6:  Elected  member  of  the  Albany  Committee  of 

Correspondence  .  13 

February  27  and  April  2:  Appointed  member  of  a  sub¬ 
committee  thereof  .  13 

P 

April  29:  Acceptance  by  city  of  Albany  of  payment  on 

above  mentioned  property .  14 

June  1  I  :  Report  made  of  receipt  of  letter  addressed  by 

him  to  Governor  Clinton .  13 

September  29:  Daughter  Mary  (Maria)  born .  14,51 

September  29:  Served  as  volunteer  in  expedition  against 

the  enemy  at  Schenectady .  14 

1779 —  June:  Sailed  from  New  York  in  command  of  the  Beaver 

and  captured  a  British  sloop  (?) .  19 

November  or  December:  Served  as  volunteer  in  expedi¬ 
tion  against  the  enemy  at  Schoharie .  14 

1780 —  December  20:  Son  Anthony  born  (died  young) .  14,50 

1781 —  March  26:  Appointed  member  of  Commissioners  for  De¬ 
tecting  and  Defeating  Conspiracies .  14 

March  26:  Sailed  from  New  York  in  command  of  the 
Beaver  (?)  .  19 

1782 —  January:  Proceeded  to  Philadelphia  to  build  the  privateer 

Nimrod  .  15,20 

April  18:  Commissioned  commander  thereof  and  sailed  to 
West  Indies  .  20,21 

May-June:  Captured  at  St.  Kitts  and  taken  prisoner  to 
Antiqua  and  then  released .  22 

» 

August-September :  Returned  to  “Head  of  Elk”  in  Mary¬ 
land  and  proceeded  thence  to  Havana .  23,24 

December  (or  January,  1783):  Returned  to  Philadelphia  23 
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CHRONOLOGICAL  INDEX— Continued 

Dates 

of  Events  in 
Stewart  Dean’s 

Career  Events  Pages 

1783 —  c.  April  29:  Membership  ended  on  Commissioners  for 

Detecting  and  Defeating  Conspiracies .  14 

October  23:  Son  Pieter  born  (died  young) .  15,50 

October-December :  Wife  Pietertze  died .  15,50 

December  14:  Son  Pieter  baptized  (died  young) .  15,50 

1784 —  Sloop  Experiment  built  in  Albany .  26 

Fall:  Navigated  the  Experiment  between  New  York  and 
*  Albany  .  26 

1785 —  Winter  and  Summer:  Sailed  the  Experiment  to  “Caro¬ 
lina”  and  Madeira .  26 

November  1  1  :  Joined  co-adventurers  in  fitting  out  the 
Experiment  for  a  voyage  to  China .  26 

c.  December  18:  Sailed  as  commander  thereof  for  Canton  15,30 

1786 —  January  21  :  Stopped  for  supplies  at  St.  Jago  of  the  Cape 

Verde  Islands  .  30 

c.  June  12:  Arrived  at  Canton .  30 

c.  December  10:  Departed  for  home .  33 

1787 —  April  22:  Arrived  at  New  York .  34 

October  4:  Married  Margaret  Whetten,  daughter  of  Cap¬ 
tain  William  Whetten  and  Margaret  Amy  Todd,  his  wife.  .16,35,50 

1788 —  September  7:  Daughter  Margaret  born . 38,39,52 

c.  1788-89 — Navigated  the  sloop  Experiment  between  New  York 

and  Albany  .  38 

1790 — August  30:  Son  Abraham  born .  39,50 

1793 —  Daughter  Jane  Ann  born .  40,53 

1794—  -June  2:  Daughter  Sarah  born .  40,60 

1790-1797 — Reported  to  have  made  several  voyages  to  Europe 

and  China  .  40 
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CHRONOLOGICAL  INDEX— Continued 

Dates 

of  Events  in 
Stewart  Dean’s 

Career  Events  Pages 

1  796— Daughter  Eliza  born .  40,61 

Before  1800” — Daughter  Maria  (Mary)  married  to  Hermanus 

P.  Schuyler  .  41,51 

1800 — April  20:  Son  Stewart  born .  41,50 

July  27:  Granddaughter  Mary  Ann  (Marianna),  daughter 
of  Hermanus  and  Maria  Schuyler,  born .  41,51 

t  1802 — November  3:  Son  William  born .  41,66 

1805 —  Elected  member  of  the  Common  Council  of  Albany .  41 

1806—  April  6:  Son  Henry  born  (died  young) .  41,50 

1807 —  December  15:  Son  Henry  George  born .  41,50 

1809 —  April  21:  Wife’s  mother,  Margaret  (Todd)  Whetten, 

died  .  16,41 

1810 —  December  28:  Daughter  Maria  (Dean)  Schuyler  died...  41,51 

1814 —  May  5:  Daughter  Margaret  married  to  Roderick  Sedg¬ 
wick  .  42, 52 

1815 —  March  5:  Granddaught  er  Margaret  Sedgwick  born .  62 

1817 —  July  13:  Granddaughter  Sarah  Sedgwick  born .  52 

1818 —  August  22:  Daughter  El  iza  W.  married  to  Francis  Bush- 

nell  Fitch  .  42,  55 

1819 —  July  13:  Granddaughter  Mary  Sedgwick  born .  52 

July  30:  Granddaughter  Charlotte  Fitch  born .  62 

c.  1821 — Sons  Abraham  and  Henry  George  died .  41,50 

1821 — September  21  :  Granddaughter  Margaret  (Stuart)  Whet¬ 
ten  Fitch  born . 63 
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1822 —  January  14:  Grandson  Roderick  Sedgwick,  Jr.,  born...  52 

March  16:  Grandson  Henry  Clark  born .  53 

October  13:  Son-in-law  Hermanus  Schuyler  died .  42,51 

September  17:  Daughter  Sarah  S.  married  to  Lodowick 
Champlin  Fitch  . 60 

1823 —  July  19:  Granddaughter  Margaret  Anne  Fitch  born....  60 

December  29:  Granddaughter  Frances  Clark  born .  53 

* 

1824 —  March  24:  Granddaughter  Katharine  Sedgwick  born....  52 

July  2 — Granddaughter  Eliza  Fitch  born  (died  March  4, 

1826)  .  61 

1825 —  June  6:  Grandson  Stewart  Fitch  born .  60 

September  10:  Grandson  Erastus  Clark,  Jr.,  born .  53 

1826 —  Account  of  his  passing  years  by  Catharine  M.  Sedgwick.  .  42 

February  6:  Granddaughter  Elizabeth  Sedgwick  born.  ...  52 

February  16:  Grandson  Francis  Filch  born .  64 

November  6:  Name  of  Dock  Street,  Albany,  formally 
changed  to  Dean  Street .  16,35 

1827 —  January  2:  Grandson  Lodowick  Fitch,  Jr.,  born .  60 

August  10:  Granddaughter  Jane  Clark  born .  53 

1828 —  August  5:  Granddaughter  Eliza  Jane  Fitch  born .  53,61 

October  28:  Granddaughter  Ann  Fitch  born .  60 

1829 —  June  2:  Grandson  John  Sedgwick  born .  52 

July  5:  Granddaughter  Margaret  Clark  born .  53 

1830 —  Place  of  residence  changed  to  Lima,  N.  Y .  42 

June  14:  Grandson  Henry  Dean  born .  66 

July  13:  Granddaughter  Sarah  Fitch  born . .  65 
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1831 —  February  28:  Granddaughter  Mary  Fitch  born .  60 

1832 —  January  31:  Grandson  George  Sedgwick  born .  52 

1833—  Petitioned  for  a  revolutionary  pension  (Item  16  in 
Bibliography. 

December  19:  Granddaughter  Isabella  Fitch  born .  60 

1834 —  August  8:  Grandson  George  Dean  born .  66 

1836 — January  3:  Grandson  Edgar  Clark  born .  53 

July  9:  Granddaughter  Elizabeth  Fitch  born .  60 

August  4:  Stewart  Dean  died  in  New  York  at  the  home 

of  his  son-in-law,  Roderick  Sedgwick .  42,50 

December  31  :  Grandson  Sedgwick  Dean  born .  66 

1851-  December  21:  Death  of  his  wife,  Margaret  (Whetten) 

Dean,  at  the  home  of  their  children  in  Lima,  New  York..  43,50 
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